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0IE continues overhaul
ofoffice and mission
SARAH MANEVAL
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Throughout the summer of 2010,
there was a wave of administrative ad¬
justments and office restructuring by
the College. The administration and
faculty established Diversity Equity
Resources which terminated the head
of the Office of Multicultural Affairs
(OMA) and disbanded the entire OMA.
The Office of Intercultural Education
(OIE) was created to replace the OMA.
At the beginning of the academic year,
the newly-created OIE had little direc¬
tion but had ambitious aspirations and
a lot of possibility, according to newly
appointed Director Dean Roland Davis.
The first task undertaken by Davis
upon his appointment was to renovate
63 Campus Avenue, the building that
would house the office and breakout
spaces of the OIE and which had, for¬
mally housed the OMA. “The renova¬
tions desperately needed to be done,”
Davis explained. The furniture had
been shabby, dingy and old, and the
house itself had fallen into disrepair as
it had not been painted in approximate¬
ly 20 years, he said.
Davis, his colleagues and work¬
ers from Physical Plant repainted the
entire exterior of the house, the first
floor walls and several offices upstairs.
Davis then persuaded Carole Segal, the
mother of Bates alumni Katie Frekko
’95 and the head of the national home
decor chain store Crate and Barrel, to
generously donate $10,000 worth of
furniture, kitchen appliances and uten¬
sils to fully furnish the OIE house.
However, the renovation of
the house is not complete; there are still
plans to renovate the downstairs kitch¬
en. These improvements are intended
to make the-building more accessible
and to help OIE serve in an expanded
role in assisting cultural student organi¬
zations on campus, according to Davis.
See DAVIS, PAGE 5

Red Cross blood drive nets 70 pints
PALO PEIRCE
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The American Red Cross received
70 productive units of blood from their
Feb. 8th campus blood drive which
could save up to 210 lives, according to
Red Cross Donor Recruitment and Ac¬
count Executive Thomas Moore.
Currently, for the first time ever,
the nation is under a “national appeal”
by the American Red Cross for produc¬
tive units of blood, Moore said. Heavy
snow accumulation and severe cold
temperatures have led to the cancel¬
lation of many American Red Cross
blood drives held at local schools and
municipal buildings.
Winter weather has significantly
affected local collection drives and has
resulted in an estimated gap of 25,000
units nationwide, Moore noted. The
same day as a winter storm blanketed
the state with up to 10 inches of snow
last Wednesday, Feb. 2nd, the Maine
Red Cross held a blood drive with dis¬
appointing results. Instead of receiving
the agency’s goal of 300 units, the drive
only netted 50 units, Moore explained
In order to meet this critical short¬
age, the American Red Cross will con¬
tinue to rely on high school and uni¬
versities' for blood products, according
to Moore. “Basically, we get 25 to 30
percent of all national blood from high
school and university blood drives an¬
nually,” Moore said.
“More than 38,000 pints of blood
are needed in the United States every
day,” he said.
On average each blood donor gives a
unit of blood which is equal to one pint
of blood, according to Moore. How¬
ever, the College’s blood drive provided
the option for donors to give two pints
of blood using a machine that replaced
the lost blood with a saline solution of
plasma and platelets, he explained. ‘The
technique, called ‘Double Reds’ not
only saves time for both our donors and
blood testers, but is safer for donors as
they actually leave more hydrated than

PALO PEIRCE/THE BATES STUDENT
An American Red Cross phlebotomist, pictured left, draws blood samples from a student, right. The Red Cross surpassed their
goal of collecting 50 units, receiving 70 productive units of blood.

when they arrived,” Moore noted.
Moore and the American Red Cross
are looking for all types of blood, but
at the drive they were especially look¬
ing for student and local donors with
the universal donor blood type of “Onegative” as well as rarer types “B-negative” and “AB- negative.”
The Red Cross surpassed their goal
of 50 units with donors from both the
campus community and local areas. The

blood drive was advertised to the great¬
er Lewiston Auburn area with a large
phone and mail marketing campaign to
previous Red Cross blood donors. “We
last gave blood in August, and we came
today after the Red Cross called us and
offered free ski tickets in exchange for
donating,” said Auburn residents Joyce
and Edmund Michaud.
The event was supported by the
Bates Emergency Medical Service

(EMS) and coordinated by Jake Sher¬
man T3. The Maine Red Cross plans to
visit the College again on May 10th and
hopes to secure a larger space in order
to speed up the time for donors to do¬
nate.
“Bates has a good history of will¬
ing donprs and we hope this trend con¬
tinues,” Moore said.

“Ice-scraper” readies newheights in Bethel
PALO PEIRCE
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR
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The ice tower, center, helped by supporting guy wires. The tower is 12 feet thick
and was constructed using 660,000 gallons of waters;.5^
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Rising out of the Bethel, Maine
ground is a 110-foot tower of ice that
was constructed to celebrate Bethel’s
annual Winterfest. “Essentially it’s an
attention getter- to keep the town of
Bethel in people’s minds,” said Kathy
DeGurttola of the Bethel Chamber of
Commerce.
The ice tower was originally de¬
signed to reach 149 feet However the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
mandated that the tower not pass the
150-foot mark because it would inter¬
fere with the flight operations at the
nearby Bethel Regional Airport, accord¬
ing to the Chamber.
The Chamber and Sysko first
started constfuction of the tower on
Christmas Eve and plan to increase the
structure’s girth by running water to the
top for at least another a week. The wa¬
ter has dribbled out of the top of the
structure 24 hours a day since the be¬
ginning of the construction.
With cold temperatures in the single
digits it has been easy to create the ice
tower, whose base measures around 12
feet thick. As of publipation, the town
had used an estimated 88,000 cubic feet

of water, the equivalent of 660,000 gal¬
lons of water, according to local engi¬
neer and designer Jim Sysko.
Lightweight steel fire protection
piping runs through the center giving its
frame, Sysko said. These six one inch
pipes are constructed in sections that
are each welded at the 20,40,60,80 and
100-foot marks. Bethel’s town water is
supplied at 90 pounds per square inch
(PSI),which is powerful enough to send
the water nearly 200 feet without addi¬
tional pumps, he explained.
However, the town effort led by
Sysko encountered a problem with the
top segment of the underlying frame
that failed to allow the water to contin¬
ue its progress skywards to the 149-foot
mark. The local F.W Webb donated the
piping and the retailer Marden’s donat¬
ed the supporting cable guy wires.
, The Bethel Winterfest has always
featured an enormous ice and snow
centerpiece. The town holds two world
records: the largest snowman which
stood at 113 feet in 1999 and the larg¬
est snowwoman at 122 feet in 2008, the
Chamber reported. The tower which is
supported by several lit guy wires, will
last until mid-summer, when it melts,
said DeGurttola. The snowwoman in
2008 lasted until the first of August, ac¬

cording to Sysko.
Bethel is a world-class ice climb¬
ing destination and will be hosting re¬
nowned ice climber Bob Baribeau to
speak about ice climbing in the Grafton
Notch State Park area, Sysko said. “We
really want to bring attention to Bethel
and highlight the amazing ice climb¬
ing capabilities of the local area,” he
said. Baribeau and several other world
class climbers will demonstrate proper
climbing techniques on the ice tower.
The demonstration will begin at 11 a.m.
on Feb. 22nd and is open to the public.
Although the town will not con¬
struct another ice tower next year, next
year’s Winterfest will feature another
large snow and ice exhibit, DeGurttola
said. “Onward and upward for our next
project, but we are undecided as what it
will be as of yet,” she said.
“We don’t know what we will con¬
struct next year, but it will be probably
be more kid-oriented, similar to the
3,000 feet of snow maze we created last
year,” Sysko said.
Updates and more information
about the ice climbing demonstration
are available on the Bethel Chamber of
Commerce’s dedicated Winterfest Web
site, www.bethelwinterfest.com.
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BCSG Treasurer tries to keep
interests of students at
forefront of budget decisions
HUNTER ARCHIBALD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Telling people “no” is hard. How¬
ever, it’s something I’ve had to learn
how to do over the past year. Last
January, I was elected as Treasurer of
the Bates College Student Govern¬
ment (BCSG). I took office having no
idea what I was doing. None, nothing.
I ran on a whim and, lucky for me, un¬
opposed. I was not exactly sure what
my duties and responsibilities were,
but after a week, I was inundated with
e-mails from students asking me spe¬
cific questions about their budgets. I
learned on my feet.
In that same week, I had to decide
on the largest Co-sponsorship request
the BCSG had ever seen (this was for
Snoop Dogg.) After that, I was told I
would now be in charge of doling out
. money to every club on campus. Seri¬
ously? I could hardly believe it; that’s
a big responsibility.
Every club wants to bring their
- own stuff to campus. Unfortunately
there’s never enough money to let
that happen. I started to learn that the
Budget Committee and I were going
to have to choose.
This past week was a tumultu¬
ous one for budgetary choices. The
Representative Assembly spent more
than an hour of last week’s meet¬
ing discussing and voting on various club funding requests. Several
of them were quite big. The Bates
Democrats received money to bring
former Democratic National Com¬
mittee Chair Terry McAuliffe, the
Republicans received money for a
trip to Washington, DC., the Energy
Coalition got money for a movie, and
the Bates Student got money to host
the rapper, Donnis. The most hotlycontested issue was over a proposal
presented by BEAM, Bates Energy

Action Movement. BEAM requested
roughly $16,000 for a trip to D.C. to
the PowerShift Energy Conference.
After deliberating, the Budget Com¬
mittee made a recommendation to
fund about 60 percent of the request,
which was then approved at long last
by the RA. Believe me that this is a
simplified summary of what hap¬
pened. The debate was heated. BEAM
was dissatisfied because they didn’t
get as much money as they wanted,
and many members of the student
government were mad because too
much or too little was given to each
club. And, as usual, I was caught in
the middle.
This job is patented for me to be
criticized, and I accept that. Many of
these requests are negotiations over
what is really necessary for a club to
have. Negotiations are not easy and
sometimes result in one side feeling
slighted. I heard that in last week’s
meeting, members of BEAM felt
slighted by my budgetary recommen¬
dation to the RA.
This is emblematic of what takes
place every time a club asks for mon¬
ey. If we elect not to give it to them,
the club takes offense. But few real¬
ize that I and the Budget Committee
work with the interest of the greater
student body in mind. Sometimes,
what a club wants is not what the
campus really needs. Sometimes these
requests shouldn’t be funded, so we
don’t fund them.
What I’m trying to say is that I’m
doing the best I can. I know I’m not
going to make everyone happy, and
believe me that is not an easy realiza¬
tion. This job is not easy and puts me
under a lot of scrutiny. I wrote this
article to remind the students that the
decisions I make are in their interest.

Mubarak's resignation
gives way to cautious
optimism
SCOTT OLEHNIK
STAFF WRITER

A week after I wrote about the cur¬
rent situation in Egypt. President Hosni
Mubarak has stepped down as the na¬
tion’s leader and the military has taken
control until an election can be held.
On Feb. 11th, Vice President Omar
Suleiman announced that Mubarak had
left Cairo for his vacation home and
that the military would be in control
of the country for the foreseeable fu¬
ture. Consequently, the military issued
a statement indicating that the Con¬
stitution had been suspended and that
elections would take place within six
months. Egypt is in a state of limbo.
So where does this put the embat¬
tled country? Certainly, from the per¬
spective of the protestors and freedomloving people everywhere, this is a great
win for the ideals that we hold so dear,
including the freedom to change the
world with protests.
An article in the New York Times
on Feb. 11th entitled, “Egypt Erupts
in Jubilation as Mubarak Steps Down,”
by David D. Kirkpatrick reported that
Egyptians were in the streets shouting,
“God is great” and that, “Tens of thou¬
sands who had bowed down for evening
prayers leapt to their feet, bouncing and
dancing in joy. ‘Lift your head high,
you’re an Egyptian,’ they cried. Revising
the tense of the revolution’s rallying cry,
they chanted, ‘The people, at last, have
brought down the regime.’” It is truly a
great day for the Egyptian people.

Yet, their future is far from certain.
Protestors may have had high hopes for
their country, but they are only half-way
there. The country is now under the
control of a tribunal of military leaders,

“I am optimistic, but
we must always con¬
sider the allure of
power. Power is ap¬
pealing to those who
do not have it, and
once obtained, giving
it up is not simple. ”

a dangerous prospect in itself. Promises
of elections within six months are a
start, but whether these will take place
remains to be seen.
I am optimistic, but we must always
consider the allure of power. Power is
appealing to those who do not have it,
and once obtained, giving it up is not
simple.
I believe that we will see a free and

stable Egypt, but I believe this with
guarded optimism. In the New York
Times, they quote one protestor’s fears:
“Over the next six months, I am afraid
the army will brainwash the people to
think that the military is the best option.
Now, I am afraid of what is going to
happen next.” This sentiment echoes
the fears of many.
Relative calm has returned to the
embattled streets of Cairo. Some pro¬
testors have taken to the street to clean
up the mess that they made. Graffiti and
tents are being removed, railings paint¬
ed, and bushes planted in Tahrir Square.
Many are even calling for Tahrir Square
to be turned into a monument to the
most impressive and swift revolution in
Arab history.
These protests, and others like the
ones that took place in Tunisia, are a
flashpoint for the region. The New
York Times is reporting that protests
are occurring in Algeria and Yemen
with protestors calling for revolution.
And so, as I said last week, we are
seeing the evolution of a region before
our eyes. Tunisia set the precedent sev¬
eral weeks ago, and youth from coun¬
tries around the Arab world see hope
for their countries that an autocracy is
not untouchable. It was honorable for
Mubarak to step down, but now we have
to see where Egypt and the region go in
the future. These events will have im¬
portant ramifications in the time ahead.
The protestors, perhaps unintentionally,
have started something incredible.
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by the students of Bates College
when college is in session. The
Student reserves the right not to
print any article and to edit for
clarity and length.
Staff editorials represent the ma¬
jority of, but not necessarily all, the
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expressed in Letters to the Editor,
Columns and Features in the Fo¬
rum section are the opinions of
the writers and may or may not re¬
flect the opinions of the staff. Let¬
ters to the Editor must be received
by 6 p.m. on Sunday for Tuesday’s
publication. Letters should be un¬
der 500 words. Please email them
to the Managing Forum Editor at
abaig@bates.edu.

Superficiality is rife.
I have this bracelet that I got at a
genocide memorial in Rwanda. It says,
“Genocide: Never Again.” Last week,
when I was putting it on in the morning
like I have every other morning for the
past two years, it broke.
I knew when I wore it how mean¬
ingless the message was. Wearing the
bracelet did nothing to prevent the kill¬
ing of another 800,000 people. I wore
it with the scant hope that it might
preserve memory or raise awareness
of the genocide if people asked me
what it was for. But as with any display
of support for a cause that is not our
own self-preservation, we like to think
we’re acting more selflessly than we are.
Somehow, I felt wearing it was having a
positive impact. I wasn’t saving anyone’s
life, but wearing it was better than not
wearing it.
Oddly, however, I felt a sense of
completion when it broke. I’d sported
this memento for long enough; I no
longer had to carry the burden of an

empty gesture of solidarity.
During President Obama’s State of
the Union Address last month, most
congressmen’s lapels were garnished
with black and white ribbons for Ari¬
zona Congresswoman Gabby Giffords.
Let’s reconsider the preposition in
that last sentence: the “for” preceding
Gabby Giffords. With the ribbons, the
congressmen were trying to communi¬
cate their solidarity with someone they
may never have met. So were they re¬
ally donning these ribbons “for” her or
were they using a violent national trag¬
edy to further their own political goals?
I’m not suggesting that public fig¬
ures of every political persuasion did
not feel legitimate sympathy for her, but
there’s a political benefit to be reaped
from any so called “national tragedy”
after which the nation supposedly
“comes together.” President Obama
capitalized on the shooting to deliver
one of his most impassioned and well
received speeches since his profound
oration on race during the election,

with the increase in popularity ratings
to prove it.
Mourning the violence in Arizona
or pledging to never allow another geno¬
cide are apolitical acts that play upon
false senses of solidarity that are easily
exploited for political pandering. The
aftermath of Sept. 11th saw the same
effect: the media and politicians spun
a narrative of national unity, and any¬
one who excused themselves from this
contrived union was publically stripped
of their patriotism and expelled from
the America that had been attacked;
they were part of the force that had at¬
tacked, whoever they are. The problem
with these constructed communities is
that real politics are swept aside.
The American foreign policy deci¬
sions inspired by this sense of commu¬
nity, dripping with red, white and blue
bunting, gave way to a new unifying
symbol: the ubiquitous yellow “Support

See SKEPTICS UNITE, PAGE 3
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High tuition sends undergraduates
running to the altar

:

m

«§

Hearing those wedding bells in
college? Chances are good that for
most Bates students this is not the
case. Marriage is not something we
Batesies associate with our under¬
graduate experience.
Although rumors run rampant
about graduates marrying other
graduates, this reality still seems far
removed from our experience as un¬
dergraduates. Is it odd having friends
on campus that attest to their parents
forming a magical bond over a shared
undergraduate institution? Sure it is.
But even rumors of Bates love don’t
drive students to tie the knot while in
college.
However, what would you do if
you were given an incentive for walk¬
ing down the aisle while in college?
What if this incentive came in the
form of saving around $20,000 a year
in tuition?
This is exactly the position in
which some out-of-state students at
the University of California, Berkeley
find themselves. As a top university
in the state, and in the country, U.C.
Berkeley has no problem filling spots
in the freshman class. Yet, not all of
the freshmen that come to the univer¬
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sity pay the same amount for the edu¬
cation they receive.
The University of California sys¬
tem, like many other state run univer¬
sity systems, favors California resi¬
dents over out-of-state residents. By
proving state residency, a student can
pay less annually for tuition.
As a recent New York Times ar¬
ticle argues, out-of-state students are
marrying state residents in order to
meet residency requirements and save
money on tuition. These marriages
are not necessarily between two in¬
dividuals who intend to stay married
after graduation; they’re only a means
to an end.
Now, it’s not entirely fair to de¬
pict marriage among undergrads as
the newest phenomenon or trend. In
fact, the New York Times reports that
U.C. Berkeley has not seen an increase
in the number of students who are
married. However, it is possible that
this may be because most students are
presumably state residents and would
have no financial incentive to marry.
The rise of the Internet has
helped students locate others who
are willing to help them by entering
into marriage. The Web site whypay-

tuition.com is set up for the sole pur¬
pose of helping students find other
students to marry, the end goal, as the
name of the Web site suggests, being

“Is it worth it to enter into a sham mar¬
riage if it means you
won’t have a cloud
of student debt
looming over your
head after gradua¬
tion? Maybe,”

to save money on tuition.
Such a story may be hard to relate
to for most students since Bates gives
no preferential treatment to Maine

At the end of the day, Commons
mugs just want to go home
DIANE SAUNDERS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Riddle me this: what do snow
banks, library carrels and bathrooms
in Pettengill have in common? If you
answered that these are places where
Commons mugs have been spotted,
you are perhaps as disturbed as I am by
the level of laziness exhibited by our
student body. Sometimes it seems as if
Commons mugs are like those Security
blue lights—no matter where you stand
on campus, you’ll be able to see one.
They litter tables, hallways, dorms and
sidewalks.
A few weeks ago, I was walking
home with a friend and stumbled upon
a bizarre collection of mugs nestled in
the snow at the bottom of the stairs to
our apartment. Apparently, someone’s
hands had gotten so cold from carry¬
ing several mugs that they had decided
to abandon their coffee, tea or other
concoction in the middle of Frye Street
- either that or they were leaving us a
present we failed to discover in the
depths of corroded garnet and black
plastic. Seriously?
I have a public service announce¬
ment that will perhaps astonish many
of you: if you return your mugs to an
appropriate receptacle, they will, amaz¬
ingly, be easier to collect, wash and re¬

distribute. Anyone who has tried to
grab breakfast before a 9:30 a.m. class
or stumbled into Commons in search
of coffee before Tuesday night semi¬
nars will appreciate your charitable act.
This, in turn, will produce happier,
hydrated and less stressed students, per¬
haps the kinds who make small talk at
the tea station instead of tapping their
feet impatiendy while you stir sugar into
your coffee. You will have singlehandedly improved someone’s mood and ini¬
tiated a chain of random acts of kind¬
ness, all by returning your Commons
mug.
My personal favorite abandoned
mug sightings are the ones that occur
within plain sight of a mug return bin.
Will it truly kill you to walk the extra
few steps to deposit your dishes into a
container that Commons has generous¬
ly provided to your study area or dorm?
If you do your part, students and
staff who retrieve orphaned mugs will
be able to do their jobs instead of serv¬
ing as your live-in maids. Custodians
who clean your homes and may un¬
derstandably view you as an ungrateful
and entided college student may change
their opinions. Take the extra two sec¬
onds that it requires to chuck something
in the trash. As one of my roommates
would say, you have opposable thumbs,
so use them.
Also, if you’re going to fill mugs

with a non-liquid substance, especially
one for which its use is not intended,
please do us all a favor and don’t leave
it sitting in the middle of a sidewalk or
in a computer lab: it’s gross and it needs
immediate washing, preferably by the
person who melted chocolate, peanut
butter or some other unidentified mate¬
rial in it. If you let it sit out, freeze and
develop disgusting odors, it will invari¬
ably be impossible to clean.
Maybe it’s a result of being a sec¬
ond semester senior, but lately I can’t
help noticing little quirks and traditions
at Bates that I will miss in the big, scary
world that looms ahead.
I have friends who have gradu¬
ated and come back to visit, getting all
nostalgic over drinking their coffee out
of a Commons mug. You have to ad¬
mit that a constant supply of free hot
drinks does not ordinarily exist in said
big world. We are lucky to live in a place
where details like this are part of our
everyday lives, and I just wish that we
could act with a little more gratitude.
It may be acceptable to leave your
dirty dishes around at home, but it is
not okay in the real world or at Bates.
Commons mugs are a staple of campus
life and a pretty sweet system for which
we should be extremely grateful. Let’s
try to show enough maturity to keep
them around.

residents when it comes to tuition.
However, even if it is not entirely
applicable to Bates, it is interesting
to envision what students marrying
other students would look like on our
campus.
The impression that I get from the
New York Times article is that these
marriages are not romantic unions,
bred out of relationships where stu¬
dents are committed to one another.
Rather, they seem to be looked upon
as favors that one student carries out
for another.
Yet, using marriage as a means
of escaping tuition costs affirms heteronormative ideas about marriage. It
is hard to wrap my head around how
students entering into sham, hetero¬
sexual marriages are given the right to
reap the benefits of marriage, yet le¬
gitimate gay couples don’t have access
to these same privileges.
This fact aside, the idea of mar¬
riages for the sake of saving on tuition
validates to me that most individuals
within our age group are not prepared
for the prospect of a real marriage be¬
cause often our thought processes are
very short-term oriented.
My guess is, many of the students

engaging in these marriages haven’t
thought about how they would con¬
vey this information to future part¬
ners. Nor have they probably thought
about having to explain their sham
marriages to potential offspring from
other unions later in life.
Don’t get me wrong; the stu¬
dents are not the only ones to blame
here. Rising costs for higher educa¬
tion coupled with capitalism can be
blamed as well. But at the heart of it,
this example of undergraduate unions
makes me reconsider what my values
and priorities are.
Is it worth it to enter into a sham
marriage if it means you won’t have a
cloud of student debt looming over
your head after graduation? Maybe.
As I sit here on Valentine’s Day
contemplating what I would do if I
were put in that same position, the
irony is not lost on me. Although for
most Bates students, marriage is not
something we are thinking about just
yet, it is still interesting to ask our¬
selves individually what we would do
were we put in the same situation.

Skeptics unite
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Our Troops” ribbons and car magnets.
There’s nothing wrong with sending
apolitical messages of support to the
men and women bravely risking their
lives in the military; they deserve our
support even if the foreign policies they
represent deserve our condemnation.
The problem with these yellow ribbons,
which I know I already complained
about in my column about Veteran’s
Day, is that they are empty expressions.
They convey nothing other than the
revelation that the driver of the car is
drinking the nationalistic Kool-Aid in¬
stead of actually questioning the policy
that puts troops in danger.
I worry about the effects of sub¬
scribing to empty symbolic rhetoric,
largely materialized in the ribbons,
American flag lapel pins and rubber
Livestrongesque bracelets. When we sip
the Kool-Aid about national unity and
never again, we forget about the politi¬
cal machinations behind the Sept. 11th
attacks or the Rwandan genocide. Sim¬
plifying the discourse about preventing
genocide and coming together after
tragedy essentializes the causes of these
events into vague forces of evil to be
avoided.
This discourse is not unique to
America. Israel has made fear-mongering the cornerstone of their foreign
policy, and anyone who dares question
the policies behind their rhetoric of vic¬
timization and “never again” will find
themselves in the crosshairs of the Is¬
raeli Defense Forces.

But empty symbols are not unique
to nationalistic rhetoric or historical re¬
visionism; they permeate our daily lives.
Yes, even cancer bracelets fall
victim to this trap. Slip a colored rub¬
ber band on your wrist, and suddenly,
you’re showing your support for the
fight against cancer. Certain cancers
have more of a cult following than oth¬
ers. Popular support for breast cancer
research has evolved into an almost
commercialized campaign. Who will be
the next retailer to donate a miniscule
percentage of their profits to the Susan
G. Komen foundation?
Meanwhile, professional athletes
who rake in millions of dollars in annu¬
al salaries trade in their white socks for
pink ones and swing pink bats to show
just how aware of breast cancer they
and their teams are. Yet, they would
never use their millions to pressure the
federal government to open up more
funds for research or boycott advertis¬
ers whose products could be potential
carcinogens.
There’s nothing wrong with soli¬
darity and unity that shies away from
politics. Getting up with a smile on
your face inspired by the depoliticized
kindness of mankind is wonderful, but
question those people who walk around
with them plastered to their faces all
day. If you’re feeling good about your
country and the unity of mankind,
you’re probably missing something.

BatesRates
re on" ine State of the Hip-Hop Nation”
Hands down one of the most interesting lectures given at Bates!

Sleep deprivation here we come.

It is great to see the talents of our fellow Bobcats!
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What happened to the good old days of elementary school when everyone got a card?

DIANE SAUNDERS/THE BATES STUDENT
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Exploration of Lewiston cures
homesickness
Home. A four-letter word that
means a lot of different things to dif¬
ferent people. For many, it is the place
where you are heading this Friday.
For others, it might be the place you
are sitting right now — in your dorm
room or Commons. For some, home
may be a combination of the two.
For many who consider Bates
home, there’s not much more that we
need here. We have people to talk to,
a place to sleep, food to eat, 90 per¬
cent of the books that we need and a
health center. What else is there?
It seems, however, as though there
are always things that people miss or
cannot find at Bates or even nearby.
Recendy, one of my friends com¬
plained that he could not believe
Men’s Journal was not available for
purchase on campus.
“I have to go all the way to Shaws,
and they don’t even have the February
issue yet,” he said.

When people are caught up in the
bustle of exams, papers, club commit¬
ments, and sports teams, sometimes
there are things that Bates just does
not have.
“Classy strip clubs,” commented
one of my friends. His roommate
notes the lack of good burritos, su¬
shi and pro sports teams. “I miss the
sun,” he added.
Another student said they wished
Lewiston had a beach. I mean, is that
asking for too much? Perhaps she
should have thought about her deci¬
sion to come to school in Maine more
carefully.
Others miss, more personal things
particular to their hometown.
“I’m from the Philadelphia area
and there’s an awesome convenience
store. It’s just better than a normal
convenience store. They have really
good hoagies... everyone goes there
for everything,” said one student.

Yes, Bates is great and it is always
a good day to be a Bobcat. However,
sometimes it is important to remem¬
ber that for many, Bates is a home
away from home, and there are just
some things people can never part
with.
Regardless, we should remember
to embrace the wilderness of Maine
and its beautiful surroundings. After
all, everyone at Bates must enjoy our
surroundings to some degree, consid¬
ering that we all choose to come to a
campus that is so isolated.
For people from very different
places, it might be hard to embrace
the below-zero temperatures and the
icy walk to Commons, or even the
beautiful sunsets when you’d rather
just be inside.
One popular complaint from stu¬
dents is that we lack good late-night
food and delivery options. Others talk
about missing good sub shops, a de¬

cent mall and coffee houses. Others
find it bothersome that there is no
way to get into Auburn other than
driving because the bridge does not
have a sidewalk.
A lot of people just seem to miss
being in a home environment. Sure,
Bates is homey and there is everything
to eat at Commons. But, mom’s cook¬
ing never tastes as good as it does af¬
ter eight weeks away.
One student who just returned
from abroad mentioned that although
Commons is great, cooking for your¬
self is rewarding.
With the reminder that so many
people miss things from home comes
the reminder that a college campus,
especially in Maine, can be home. But,
being on a campus with 18 to 22 yearolds is an experience we will never
be able to have again. Conversations
are stimulating, interesting and some¬
times annoying.

“I really like that everyone is on
campus. But at the same time, I miss
having a bigger city around and a place
to go drink a coffee somewhere else.
People are the same age, are similar,
and sometimes don’t get to interact
with people who are different from
them,” stated another friend.
Going home or getting off cam¬
pus is a reality check for most. Real¬
izing that there are babies, the elderly,
and everyone in between is refreshing.
If you start to feel as though you are
in a bubble about to pop, you miss
not being able to find a Men’s Journal
anywhere, you cringe at the fact that
there are no classy strip clubs, or you
just miss being somewhere else that is
not here, try to leave campus for a bit.
Drive away for a quiet afternoon.
And if you don’t have a car, walk far
enough to remember that this com¬
munity has a lot to offer, outside of
Bates.

Facebook users must protect their
private information
Last semester, I did the unthink¬
able: I permanently deleted my Facebook account. How could I commit
such a social faux pas? My reason¬
ing at the time was two-fold. One,
Facebook was a black hole of time
wasting. Checking out pictures, sta¬
tus updates and everything in between
could take hours out of the day. Two,
I didn’t like the way Facebook was
heading when it came to personal in¬
formation.
Has anyone seen that interview
where Mark Zuckerberg is grilled on
the handling of people’s private infor¬
mation? It’s disturbing to see the man
trusted with keeping our information
on lockdown break into a sweat at the
mention of personal secuirty and pri¬
vacy. Zuckerberg was eager to keep
the focus on social media positives,
albeit doing so by spewing cliches.
But Facebook’s handling of infor¬
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mation refuses to leave the spotlight.
Users are primarily at fault when peo¬
ple are fired over information found
on Facebook, or over a rant that they
posted against a boss or coworker in a
status update.
Facebook is so massive that it’s
inevitable that third party interests
with applications on the site will ri¬
fle through information that people
don’t intend to be seen. So to Zuck¬
erberg I say, be careful, man. There is
a lot at stake in our online fun. To the
Facebook user, I say, be careful man
or woman. Don’t put sensitive infor¬
mation on your profile.
Facebook is not only a titan of
social media; it’s a titan of everything.
News networks cite it. People mobi¬
lize with it. Your grandma is on Facebook posting embarrassing messages
on your wall. Even pets are on Facebook, for god sakes. I know my sister

Number of minutes a pig's orgasm lasts
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global, the company needs to tighten
its surveillance. According to CNN.

We need to ask ourselves how much
of our lives we want “pocketized.”
Will Facebook undertake e-mail next?
The defining days of Facebook
lie ahead of us. Zuckerberg, “60 Min¬
utes” is far from done with you. I
see the violation of privacy on Facebook becoming a major issue simply
because of its wild popularity. A mi¬
nor chink in Facebook’s armor could
cause panic en masse.
In the meantime, let’s all pledge to
keep our “foot in mouth” moments
off the keyboard. Maybe then we’ll
have less forehead slapping stories
about people talking trash on Facebook and getting fired for it.

TAKING THE HIGH ROAD
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“Facebook is
not only a titan of
social media; it’s a
titan of everything.
News networks cite
it. People mobilize
with it.”

com, protestors in Egypt used Facebook to organize.
It won’t be long before people in
other countries follow suit, particulary countries in turmoil. How long
will it be before a terrorist group uses
Facebook to advertise an event? It
has probably already happened. How
is it possible to put the right mea¬
sures in place to make sure that Facebook isn’t used for the wrong things?
Could racial profiling become a part
of the social media world as well?
I’m sure that Zuckerberg must
be overwhelmed by the enormity of
what he has created. As Facebook ex¬
pands, so too should the determina¬
tion of its programmers to make sure
it is run smoothly.
We, as consumers of social media
also have a responsibility to be careful.
How much of the real world do we
want blended with the online world?

Boy 1 (before an economics exam):
I don't know how you smoke before
you study.

..

-

put mine on there. What’s my point,
you ask?
As Facebook becomes more

Number of days a cockroach can live
without a head

Boy 2 (rolling a joint): Dude, I
smoke before EVERYTHING.

, '3
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LOSING WHAT MATTERS MOST

Number of taste buds a catfish has

Boy 1: Dude, last night was wild.
Boy 2: For sure, do you know what
happened to my deer leg?

GOTTA LOVE TECHNOLOGY

Number of drinks made by Coca Cola

The Pop Shoppe

Boy to Girl: Man, I can't wait to use
my iPad at Cold Stone tomorrow.
Girl to Boy (the next day): Did you
use your iPad at Cold Stone?

Number of customers McDonald's gets
daily

413 Main Street, Lewiston 777 - SHOP
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday 2 pm close
Thursday-Saturday 9 pm close, Monday closed

Boy: No, other stuff came up.

Buy 1 Meal, Get 1 Half Off

THE BLOOD DRIVES BRING OUT

(Equal or lesser value, dinner only)

THE BEST IN ALL...

111:

aSa #11

Source: http://www.greatfacts.com and

Boy 1: Yo, it's kind of cool to have a
rare blood type.
Boy 2: Yeah, I like it because it’s
exclusive.

Everything is homemade!
Dinners (Tue-Sat)
Chicken parmagiana
Fresh dough pizza
Spaghetti & meatballs Burgers & Hot dogs
Lasagna
Subs, Salads, & Sides

http://www.dysan.net/weird/show/646.html

TAKE OUT
AVAILABLE

Beer and Wine now available!

Boy 1:1 know, but you can get
fu*ked though.
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Hear something? Share with The
Student! Email hfink@bates.edu with
your overheards.

Moa-Frl 6am-l :45pm
Sat 5am-li:45, Sea 7am~l 2:45pm
1485 Lisbon St,, I^ewlston 786-0667
Breakfast All Day
Lunch Spmtals

Ptes

Miss home yet?
THE BEST HOME COOKED
FOOD IN TOWN!

(

ft

Homemade fries, chips & desserts
to remind you of mom’s cooking!
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State legislators divided over
classification ofAndroscoggin river
CHLOE BOURNE

STAFF WRITER

A public hearing was held on
Tuesday, Feb. 7th, at the Cross Office
Building in Augusta to discuss whether
LD-154, “An Act to Change the Clas¬
sification of the Lower Androscoggin
River,” should be implemented. The
passage of LD-154 would raise the
water quality classification of the An¬
droscoggin from Class C to Class B
from the Worumbo Dam in Lisbon
Falls down to the mouth of the river.
The hearing was attended by members
of the Environment and Natural Re¬
sources Committee, including the main
sponsor of the bill State Senator Seth
A. Goodall of Sagadahoc.
Both Goodall and State Senator
Margaret Craven of Lewiston spoke
in strong support of the bill. Goodall
spoke first explaining that the Clean
Water Act was a goal-based act. A water
body should be continually updated to
reflect the continuously changing water
quality, he noted. The municipalities of
Lewiston, Auburn, Durham, Topsham
and Lisbon have all written letters of
support for this act, according to Com¬
mittee proceedings.
Ed Friedman, a representative of
Friends of Merrymeeting Bay (FoMMB), also spoke in favor of the bill. He
cited 11 years of data which FoMMB
has collected on the river that indicates
99% of the time the river meets class
B standards. Friedman stressed the
importance of the river for Maine’s
economy and how many communities
demand this change in classification.
“Communities and citizens want the up¬
grade” Friedman said. “90% of Maine
jobs are created by small businesses. We
are finally realizing a clean river is an ar¬
tery not only for fish and the other criti¬
cal life in it, but for the economy along¬
side it. In these hard times more than

REBECCA WALDO/COURTESY PHOTO

Chair of the Environment and Natural Resources Committee State Senator Thomas B. Saviello (R-Franklin), left, and State Sena¬
tor James M. Hamper listen to testimony from concerned citizens and businesses about the potential upgrade of the classifica¬
tion of the Androscoggin River.

any, we can’t afford not to upgrade.”
Friedman also reminded the committee
that when the Clean Water Act was first
passed in the 1972, Edmund Muskie ’36
set the goal of having no discharge of
pollutants into Maine surface water by
1983. Forty years later, pollutants are
still being dumped into surface waters
and, Friedman argued, it is Maine’s re¬
sponsibility to do as much as possible
to clean-up Maine’s rivers.
State Representative Joan W Welsh
of Rockport spoke against the classifi-

cation upgrade contending that the data
behind the potential change still needs
to be confirmed. In her view, there first
needs to be a study to qualify the eco¬
nomic impact on residents, businesses
and municipalities;
A representative from the Maine
Department of Environmental Protec¬
tion (DEP) stated that the DEP does
not support the classification upgrade.
Mark Isaacson, owner of a hydroelec¬
tric dam on the Androscoggin also
spoke against the passage of LD-154
because his dam which located north of
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the Worumbo dam could be adversely
affected by the upgrade. Isaacson wor¬
ried that he would have to remove his
dam at this location because he would
not be able to comply with the newly
upgraded Class B water regulations.
The committee plans to reconvene
to discuss the economic impact of a
potential classification upgrade in early
March. Details of the next meeting are
available on the state legislature Web
site.
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Former OCS Frye Street house to remain an academic building
SARAH MANEVAL

ASSITANT NEWS EDITOR

31 Fyre Street is the only building
on Fyre Street constructed of brick,
bearing more resemblance to a frat
house than to a Victorian residence
hall.
Acquired by the College in 1970,
the building is most commonly known
for housing the College radio station,

WRBC, in the basement. Previously, 31
Fyre Street hosted the Office of Career
Services (OCS) on the first and second
floors. After the winter break, the OCS
was overhauled and moved its offices to
53 Campus Avenue. The administration
felt that the OCS should occupy a more
visible and central location on campus
in order to better reach and assist stu¬
dents in finding jobs, particularly during
these difficult economic times, accord¬
ing to OCS Director Karen McRoberts.

This move, however, has left many
wondering what will happen to 31 Frye
Street. Despite the wishes of some stu¬
dents to convert the building into an¬
other residential house, the administra¬
tion instead moved faculty offices that
were located at 53 Campus Ave into the
top two floors at 31 Frye, according to
Pam Wichroski, Director of College
Capital Planning and Construction.
Switching the Office of Career Ser¬
vices with other faculty offices is work¬
ing out very well, she said. The office

staffs are adjusting well and feel that
their new locations benefit students and
provide nice work areas, Wichroski ex¬
plained.
31 Fyre Street will not become a
campus residence in the near future, ac¬
cording to Wichroski. WRBC will still
be housed in the basement and students
will now be able to walk next door from
their Frye Street residences to visit with
a faculty member.

PALO PEIRCE

MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Representative Assembly
(RA) convened last Monday, Feb. 14th
to elect a new parliamentarian after
Ben Horn T2 resigned last week, cit¬
ing prior obligations. However, only 12
members were present and therefore quorum was not reached and none of
the proposals before the RA could be
voted on. The election of a new parlia¬
mentarian will occur after break.
Vice President of Committees
Blake Gruber T2, who spoke for Presi¬
dent Cosmin Ghita ’12, who was un¬
able to attend the meeting, expressed
concern over the continued low atten¬
dance and early exits by many members
during the meetings. “It is disrespectful
for members to leave while the meet¬
ing is underway. If you have a legiti¬
mate reason to leave, make a motion
to table a proposal or adjourn,” Gruber
advised. Gruber also notified the RA
that applications for positions on the
Committee on Committees (COC) are
now available and are due Friday, Feb.
18th. “I encourage all members to ap¬
ply as this is an important committee,”
he said.
Treasurer Hunter Archibald T2 ;
informed the RA of the Budget Com- mittee’s approval of Amandla’s Co¬
sponsorship fund request to host a
“Unity Conference” featuring Omar
Freilla who will speak about environ¬
mental sustainability and diversity. The
total cost of the proposal is $5,600 and
the RA will vote by e-mail later this
week to decide to support it. “This
proposal was well-written and the bud¬
get committee agreed with Amandla
that this conference will be beneficial .
to the entire College community,” Ar¬
chibald said.
Co-Chairs of the Senior Gift Com¬
mittee Jared Jammal ’ll and Molly
Nelson ’ll spoke to the RA and urged
all members to attend “Bates Mythbusters: What’s up with our money?”
an informational forum with speakers
Vice President of Advancement Kelly
Kerner, Assistant Vice President of
Financial Planning and Analysis Doug
Ginevan and Director of the Bates
Fund Christina Wellington Traister '94.
Jammal and Nelson said the event on
Wednesday, Feb. 16th will provide stu¬
dents an opportunity to ask any ques¬
tions about the finances of the College.
Other public participation in¬
cluded representatives from WRBC
who informed the RA and Archibald
that the club was pursuing bringing
“The Cold War Kids” for a concert in
early April. The concert, which may be
backed in part by Chase Hall Commit¬
tee (CHC), would cost $30,000 plus
background and sound expenses.

Davis
Continued from PAGE 1

However, the mission of the OIE,
like the renovations, is still a work in
progress. Possible and general goals for
the OIE in the remaining year include
transforming “the power of differ¬
ences,” sponsoring programs that will
“spark dialogue on campus about our
differences and similarities” and “break¬
ing down barriers,” Davis explained.
Already this year, the department"
has furthered their mission and diversi¬
ty at Bates by working with admissions,
the student body and the faculty. Davis
and OIE recently sponsored a well-at¬
tended lecture by renowned professor
and author Mark Lamont Hill on the
state of the hip-hop nation.
Davis is also traveling to Atlan¬
ta, Georgia with current students to
speak with high school students about
the benefits of attending a college like
Bates. Additionally, he has supported
involvement in college-wide projects
such as the Office of Admissions’ pro¬
gram, Prologue, which introduces mul¬
ticultural and underrepresented high
school students to college.
The OIE is also planning to hold
forums on relevant issues like race and.
sexual identity. Through this transfor¬
mation and restructuring of the OIE, it
is hoped that Bates will become a more
diverse, welcoming and tolerant place;
an environment that increasingly fos-ters in-depth dialogue on the critically
important issues of our time, according
to Davis.
In observance of Black History
Month, the OIE is hosting Miami Uni¬
versity of Ohio Assistant Professor of
Flistory Nishani Frazier to lecture on
the story of the 1961 Freedom Rides at
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 17th, in the
Benjamin Mays Center.
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Unsung director ensures
smooth operations of
Dining Services
RACHEL HASTINGS
STAFF WRITER

DEANA LORENZO
STAFF WRITER

It is the middle of winter, and you
find yourself out on the streets of
Lewiston in the dead of night. You’re
alone and desperate for the heat of a
building, but you have nowhere to go.
You try to walk fast, but it’s not easy to
keep balance on the jagged ice coating
the ground. As the minutes tick by, the
temperature creeps down another de¬
gree below zero. You inhale, and the air
crystallizes in your nostrils and stings
your lungs. Exhale and the hot breath
leaves your body like a plume of smoke
before vanishing into darkness. Your
instincts direct you to the first build¬
ing you see: a library. The lights are dim
inside, and you fumble the handle of
the door out of numb hope that it has
not been locked. Miraculously, it opens.
Wary of being caught, you duck into the
first bathroom you find, lock the door,
and crouch on the grimy tile floor. It’s
not comfortable, but the warm prick¬
ling sensation on your face says you
have finally found refuge, so you spend
the night. Early in the morning, you
wake up as a stranger forces open the
door to your bathroom. The custodian
you’ve startled then calls the police, and
you’re escorted off the college campus.
Although Bates seems virtually un¬
touched by homelessness, it is a grim

reality that affects about 1,300 people in
the Lewiston-Auburn community every
year, according to a United Way assess¬
ment of Lewiston Auburn. The scenar¬
io described above is not uncommon,
according to some of the Ladd library
staff. Library Assistant for Public Ser¬
vices Jeff Kazin has seen “all sorts of
people come through the front doors”
in the past 11 years that he has worked
at Bates. “The library is open to the
public and anyone came come in,” Ka¬
zin said. On occasion the library, which
stays open late, has housed people seek¬
ing a warm place to stay for the night,
he said. Both Laura Juraska, a reference
librarian, and Kazin recalled incidents
where people were found sleeping in
either the second floor of one of the
bathrooms, only to be discovered in
the morning by the custodial staff and
escorted to a shelter by College Cam¬
pus and Security. As far as they could
remember, these people never posed
any threat to campus safety; they were
simply looking to get out of the cold.
Events such as these fuel a campus
legend about a homeless man who lived
in a hidden staircase between Ladd and
Coram libraries. It turns out that this
legend is based on a true story. When
asked about it, Kazin ssaid he had never
heard of the incident, and doubted the
story’s validity: the door was card-access
only and always locked. The probability
of someone living there was highly un¬

likely, he explained.
However, Assistant College Librar¬
ian for Access Services Julie Retelle
clearly remembers a man known only as
“Mike” who reportedly slept in the “se¬
cret” tunnel about a decade ago. Retelle
recalled that Mike used to sneak into the
passageway through a door that would
not lock properly. For several months
he would occassionally spend the night.
Mike would hang around the library
during the day reading the newspapers
and other library materials and when
asked about his reason for being in
there, he would simply say that he was
just “doing research,” according to Re¬
telle. Mike, who lived in a nearby half¬
way house, did not actually live full time
in the tunnel as the legend suggests, but
he seemed to prefer the solitude of the
tunnel to the shelter. Mike’s visits were
mostly innocuous. The only thing that
concerned Retelle and the staff was
when he was occasionally found in the
store room, but it is unclear if he ever
stole anything.
Although Mike’s exact fate is un¬
known, he has become an “urban myth”
on campus over the past 10 years. Given
the openess of our campus to the local
community, it is not really that surpris¬
ing that stories like Mike’s occur every
now and then.

Bates has one of the highest ranked
college food service in the nation and
since Batsies tend to care a lot about
food, it is not surprising that Director
of Dining Services Christine Schwartz
plays a fundamental, if unseen role on
campus.
Schwartz described her path to Di¬
rector of Dining Services at Bates as
“circuitous”. Although she worked in
dining services while a college student,
she was enrolled in graduate school
studying to be a guidance counselor
when her desire to visit Maine led her
to apply for a job at Bates. While here
career is different than she anticipated,
Schwartz feels that her job is in many
ways similar to that of a guidance coun¬
selor. She simply enjoys the gratifica¬
tion she gets from seeing students
happy, an outcome of either job. “It’s
all about the people,” she said.
Schwartz believes that the “per¬
sonal contact” between staff and stu¬
dents differentiates Bates Dining from
peer schools. Most schools do not have
someone greeting students as they enter
the dining hall, she pointed out. “This
kind of human touch makes for a better
campus community.”
When asked in what areas Bates
Dining could improve on, Schwartz ex¬
plained that Dining Services could work
better at identifying changing food
trends and work better as a team. “We
can always work on developing a stron¬
ger team, and we need to chase new
trends in the culinary world to respond
to changing student tastes.” Schwartz
said.
Schwartz often begins Work be¬
tween 6 and 7 a.m. after her daily three
mile run and ends between 4 p.m. and
7 p.m. Her daily duties can include

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
MEDIA RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

“anything from meeting with President
Hansen to replacing a dishwasher.” Al¬
though she tends to work long hours,
Schwartz’s job does not stop when she
leaves campus. “I am always on call,”
she said. Schwartz explained that she
thrives on the unpredictability of her
job.
Schwartz tends to eat two meals
a day in Commons and tries to avoid
snacking, a goal made difficult with
various chefs offering new dishes to
taste-test daily. Her personal favorites
in Commons include macaroni and
cheese, shrimp and the scallop stir-fry
served at the Euro Station.
“Food encompasses a large part of
my life,” Schwartz said. She also enjoys
traveling, especially to visit her family.
Other hobbies of hers include playing
golf and reading a diverse selection of
books. As the organizing force be¬
hind Bates Dining, Schwartz is the in¬
dividual who ensures that Commons
functions as seamlessly as possible.
She is often behind the scenes, but all
Batesies reap the benefits of her deep
commitment to her job, which keeps us
happy and stuffed.

PALO PEIRCE AHE BATES STUDENT
Hall, pictured above, with plumbing and steel wall studs exposed, is expected to be finished by early summer.

VANNIESUNG
STAFF WRITER

Although the roofs of both Roger
Williams and Hedge Halls have capped
the buildings, the renovations still have
aways to go. However, work is moving
apace and progressing as planned. “We
are on schedule and expect the faculty
to move over in July,” said Senior Proj¬
ect Manager Paul Farnsworth.
Despite the harsh winter, work¬
ers toil through working the traditional
New England construction workday,
with some tradesmen working on the
weekends. “Their workday is from 7
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through Fri¬
day. There is a 15 minute break at 9

a.m. for coffee and lunch from noon to
12:30 p.m.” Farnsworth explained.
Construction has progressed sig¬
nificantly on the renovations to Hedge
Hall, which was built in 1892 as an
all first-year dormitory with a capac¬
ity of 59 students. Most recently, two
steel and concrete stairwells have been
poured in Hedge to facilitate the trans¬
port of materials and personnel. “This
is a big turning point, as workers no
longer have to use ladders,” Farnsworth
noted. Drywall has been up on the first
and second floor walls of Hedge under
the primer and first color coat of paint.
Just yesterday, the workers finished
up the drywall on the third floor. The
plumbing and electrical systems are in
place and are ready for their final “fit

out” where sinks, toilets and light fix¬
tures are installed. The new glass tower
that will characterize the entrance onto
Alumni walk will also be installed this
week, Farnsworth said.
Although Hedge will be completed
first, the current lag in construction
progress between the two halls will
shorten considerably after the major¬
ity of workers shift their attention from
away from Hedge. Roger Williams, af¬
fectionately known as “The Bill”, was
built in 1895 and traditionally housed
90 upper-class students.
Studs to support the dividing walls
have been installed on the basement,
ground and second floors of the Bill,
and work has begun on the third and
fourth floors, explained Farnsworth.

The masonry work is completed on the
outside of Hedge and workers are mov¬
ing the scaffolding to the Bill this week.
They will begin installing the matching
brick veneer on the Bill’s new pavilion
add-on over February break. Addition¬
ally, the ceiling on the fourth floor of
the Bill is being installed this week.
The renovation project has not
been without hurdles, Farnsworth ex¬
plained. “One challenge of this proj¬
ect is renovations to existing brick
buildings. Seismic requirements have
had us add an internal structural steel
system to both buildings,” he said. To
prevent structural damage caused by
Hedge and its addition shifting over
time a three inch expansion joint has
been installed between the two build¬

ing. As the main Hedge structure and
the new addition settle and shift over
the years, the lee-way this joint provides
is crucial to maintaining the structural
integrity and efficiency of both build¬
ings, Farnsworth said.
Additionally, several months ago it was
discovered that the brick foundation on
the fourth floor of the Bill, which was
intended to support the new roof and
walls, was crumbling. “This required an
entire rebuild of the top layer of the
bricks, which significantly delayed our
construction schedule,” Farnsworth ex¬
plained.
Farnsworth will be offering tours
of both Hedge and the Bill later this
spring to the general campus.
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An animated cast took the stage
in Schaeffer Theater this past
weekend to perform The Robin¬
son Players’ annual production
of “The Vagina Monologues.”
Pictured from left to right are
Caroline Ulwick ’13. Katherine
Bernier ’n and Jenny Wald ’13.
SIMONE SCHRIGER /THE
BATES STUDENT

ELIZABETH ROWLEY
ASSISTANT ARTS AND LEISURE EDITOR

Depending on the time of year, a
wide variety of sounds can be heard in
Schaeffer Theater. Shakesperian mono¬
logues, modem musicals, Bollywood
dance — all have been performed on the
College’s biggest stage. But every Feb¬
ruary, those passing through Schaeffer
might be shocked by what they hear — a
female college student pretending to or¬
gasm in front of a packed theater.
The Bates College Robinson Play¬
ers produced another vibrant perfor¬
mance of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina
Monologues,” directed by Marketa Ort
T3, with shows on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday evening this past weekend. The
Monologues are designed to confront
sexuality and identity through brutally
honest confessions and raw narratives,
a shining exercise in empowerment
through wild abandon.
The material of each monologue,
however amusing, empowering or
emotive, is always incredibly intimate.
Therefore, the audience is generally at
some level of discomfort throughout
the performance, but this ultimately

creates a powerful experience. Sunday’s
performance began with a brief but
warm welcome from Ort, followed by
an introductory skit by Danya Morris
T 3, Alison Vingiano T1 and Katherine
Bernier ’ll.
Sarah Stillman ’ll performed the
first monologue, “Hair.” Stillman’s per¬
formance was one of the most memo¬
rable acts of the night. She delivered
her lines with poise and grace, channel¬
ing the appropriate amount of sass that
the script demanded.
Grace Glasson T4 followed with
“The Vagina Workshop,” a more spiri¬
tual, earthy narrative of a woman’s
initial rejection and subsequent accep¬
tance of her body. Next, Jessica Heiges
T3 presented a “Vagina Happy Fact,”
explaining that the clitoris is made up
of twice as many nerve endings as the
penis.
Caroline Cook T3 followed the
fact with “Because He Liked To Look
At It.” Cook’s delivery was carefully
controlled; she had her audience hang¬
ing on every word. Vingiano took the
stage again, presenting a “Not-So-Happy Fact.” Vingiano successfully set the

mood for the somber script, delivering
her lines with the calculated reserve re¬
quired.
Sophomore Jenny Wald’s perfor¬
mance of “My Angry Vagina” was
nothing short of incredible. Clad in
pleather-like spandex and one black
lace glove, Wald looked like a rene¬
gade spokeswoman for vaginas every¬
where, with attitude and a manifesto
for change. Wald’s performance was a
funny laundry list of grievances and of¬
fences committed against vaginas, rang¬
ing from the traumas of gynecological
appointments to thong underwear.
Adding some variety to the string
of solo performances, Isobel Moiles
’ll and Mariya Manahova T4 took the
stage together for “My Vagina Was
My Village.” The piece was one of the
more disturbingly graphic acts of the
evening, and both actresses embraced
the challenge of delivering gut wrench¬
ing imagery of women raped in Bos¬
nian prison camps.
Raina Jacques T3 followed with
“The Litde Coochie Snorcher That
Could.” Jacques also mastered the de¬
livery of disturbing imagery, though her

narrative had a happy ending. Jacques
proved her flexibility as an actress, mas¬
tering a rollercoaster of emotions.
Bernier returned to the stage for
“My Short Skirt,” another sassy perfor¬
mance, followed by Morris, who deliv¬
ered an entirely believable and hilarious
rendition of “Reclaiming Cunt.”
Next came the most infamous of
the monologues, “The Woman Who
Loved to Make Vaginas Happy.” Caro¬
line Ulwick T3 delivered an extremely
dynamic performance and was the clear
standout act of the evening. The mono¬
logue concerns a lawyer-turned-lesbiancall-girl who loves moaning above all
else. The monologue calls for the per¬
former to act out a series of moans,
each corresponding to a different sort
of orgasm. Ulwick took the act to new
levels, quickly changing positions on
stage for each corresponding climax.
Hannah Archibald T3 closed the
show with “I Was There In The Room,”
a monologue inspired by the birth of
Ensler’s grandchild. After the final act,
the actresses presented Ort with a bou¬
quet of flowers.
Since its debut in New York in

dance

1996, “The Vagina Monologues” has
been performed at countless colleges
and in communities in the United States
and abroad. Ensler wrote the mono¬
logues after conducting 200 interviews
with women of various ages. Originally,
Ensler said the goal of the play was “to
celebrate the vagina,” but that goal has
since evolved. Today, the monologues
represent a campaign to stop violence
against women. To promote this cam¬
paign, Ensler has established V-Day,
a global non-profit movement that
has raised over $75 million from prof¬
its from productions of “The Vagina
Monologues.”
Though it had its critics, “The Va¬
gina Monologues” is a powerful play
and an iconic piece for feminine sexual
liberation. The production this past
weekend by dedicated Bates students
did justice to Ensler’s piece. With prof¬
its going to Safe Voices, a local organi¬
zation working to help those affected
by domestic violence, it not only raised
awareness of women’s issues on cam¬
pus but helped make an impact in the
community, capturing the true spirit of
Ensler’s V-Day.

Is HipHop
dead?

Campus and community collaborate
fora F.A.B.ulous performance

HILLARY FINK
MANAGING ARTS AND LEISURE EDITOR

COURTESY PHOTO/JIM COLEMAN
Dancers performed “The Waters at Whose Edge We Stand" as part of the F.A.B. Winter Dance Showcase. A collaboration between the College and the Franco American
Heritage Center, the event tapped the talents of local professionals and student dancers and exhibited dance styles ranging from ballet to step.

ZOE FAHY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

If you haven’t already noticed, the
movement to support the arts at Bates
has gained momentum and a good deal
of buzz recendy with the Arts Crawl
highlighting artwork from the student
body and the Arts Summit highlighting
influential voices from outside the com¬
munity.
On Saturday, Feb. 12th, with the
F.A.B (Franco American and Bates)
Winter Dance Showcase, one of the
fundamental purposes of the Arts Col¬
laborative came to life: connecting our
artistic lives at Bates to a larger commu¬
nity of local artists.
Sponsored by a grant from the Harward Center for Community Partner¬
ships at Bates, F.A.B began and contin¬
ues to be an initiative to collaborate with
the Franco American Heritage Center,
one of the cultural hulas of the Lew-

?

ft

iston-Auburn community. Respond¬
ing to the decentralized dance scene in
Maine and the closing of venues due to
lack of funding, Associate Professor of
Dance Carol Dilley noted that, “What
emerging and even seasoned choreog¬
raphers need most to show their work
is space.” The Heritage Center’s beau¬
tifully refurbished theater space within
the old St. Mary’s Church on Oxford
Street provides local artists a platform
and students an opportunity to expand
their horizons beyond the infamous
Bates bubble.
Bates faculty and professional
Maine-based dancers came together in
Assistant Director of the Bates Dance
Festival Nancy Salmon’s “Yearning to¬
ward Center.” The piece evoked the
idea of independent players strug¬
gling against the forces which prevent
us from finding a center both within a
community and within ourselves. It ef¬
fectively conveyed feelings of anxiety

and groundlessness.
The performance became a study
of natural law with dancers revolving in
a delicately connected mass like spores
of mold forming in a petri dish, shoot¬
ing out filaments in a vain attempt to
build structure and safety. The acceler¬
ated and angular movements of dancers
Michelle Bernier, Annabelle Keil and
Visiting Assistant Professor and Act¬
ing Director of Dance Rachel Boggia
struck a poignant tension with the med¬
itative fluidity of Jessamyn Schmidt,
who traced the border of the stage,
framing the space between the tentative
and the deliberate.
Two works unaffiliated with Bates,
Zoe Eddy’s “Yggdrasil” and Sonar
Dance Company’s “Plans and Patterns”
brought dynamic variety to a stage al¬
ready packed with modern, ballet, step
and jazz performances. “Yggdrasil”
raised awareness of the resurgent Japa¬
nese performance art Butoh, which

conveys the grotesque extremes and ca¬
tharsis of human emotion. With teeth
bared and limbs wrenching convulsively,
partners Eddy and Christopher Wilkins
led the audience to the outer limits of
conventional performance.
In contrast, “Plans and Patterns”
was born, as the program noted, from
a more abstract “desire to find what it
takes to exhaust the body.” Company
members dressed with the absurdity of
costumed toys crawled onto the stage
in a mechanized pack, turning simple
pedestrian movements into exhausting
whole-body experiences.
As Dilley put it, “We sometimes
forget there is anyone but us at Bates,
and F.A.B reminds us that we are part
of something bigger.” F.A.B’s directors
hope that the student body takes this
reminder in earnest, venturing to dance
shows not only in Schaeffer but in Lew¬
iston, Portland and beyond.

“There is a really good chance your
favorite rapper is gay.” If Marc Lamont
Hill didn’t already have the attention of
the crowd, that quote sealed the deal.
Hill went on to detail the often rapped
about practice of “running train,” in
which several men have sex with one
woman, one after another. “One wom¬
an and 20 men. That sounds pretty gay.
If you take out that one girl...”
Amusing observations and jokes
like this were woven throughout Hill’s
serious and insightful analysis of race,
gender, class and hip-hop culture in his
lecture “The State of the Hip-Hop Na¬
tion.” If anyone in the audience doubt¬
ed that an anthropology degree can be
relevant to a career that leads to friend¬
ships with LiT Kim and Jesse Jackson,
or that a class on Marxism can help
explain the music industry’s interest in
Soulja Boy, they may have found Hill an
inspiration.
The lecture, which took place on
Thursday, Feb. 10th, was exception¬
ally well attended. Students, faculty and
members of the community crowded
Keck Classroom, lining the walls when
all the seats were filled. Hill started by
commenting on how full the room was,
noting that “all of the black students
are here, all of them.” This remark illus¬
trated that despite his big-wig creden¬
tials, Hill had a frank sense of humor,
and the crowd felt free to laugh.
Those who were expecting the talk
to be about bling and autotune may
have been disappointed. Hill believes
that hip hop is a lens with which one
can better understand cultural issues.
The lecture focused on how hip-hop
See “THE STATE,” PAGE 8
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Members of the Bates Ballroom Society pair up to practice steps at their weekly Monday meetings in Merrill Gymnasium.

It’s all in the details:
So you think you can
Issac
Thompson
’
13
dance: learning the steps
with The Ballroom Society
PHOEBE REED AND DAVINA DUKULY

STAFF WRITERS

SCOTT LONG

STAFF WRITER

Never in a million years would I
have guessed that I’d master the basic
steps of a rumba, but I did — sort of —
after attending a practice with the Bates
Ballroom Society. By no means did I
look graceful, but after two hours, first
year Zena Sabath and instructors John
-Blanchette, ’87 and Margot Garnick
-successfully took me through the steps.
The Ballroom Society is composed
of a 22 member team that competes
two to three times per semester, often at
colleges and universities in the Boston
area. They also do several performance
•pieces each year, a major one being
the Gala performance where the team
dances in the breaks between the hired
band’s sets. The group also attends
workshops and socials in Portland.
The society typically holds their
Monday evening practice in a the Marcy
Plavin Dance Studio in Merrill Gymna¬
sium. Unfortunately, team captain and
senior Claire Parker explained that the
rubbery floor they used is designed for
modern dance, not ballroom. A wooden
floor would afford the dancers a greater
sliding effect, essential for a good ball¬
room performance.
The night I attended, the team as¬

sembled around 8 p.m., with every¬
one exchanging their clunky L.L. Bean
boots for sleek and shiny dancing shoes
or just socks. Blanchette called every¬
one together to discuss the basic rumba
with which the team begins practice.
To put things in perspective, Blanch¬
ette turned to proud Texan first year
Andrew Carranco, and said, “Unlike in
your state, Andrew, bigger is not better
with the rumba.”
To perform the rumba, which is a
Cuban dance, one moves in the shape
of a rectangular box, the long sides
involving a lengthy, slow stride with
a quick gliding step for the two short
ends. It took many painful attempts
to finally drum these motions into the
back of my muscle memory.
The swing step came next, followed
by the cha-cha, another Latin dance
based upon a quick three step move¬
ment. For me, this one did not go quite
as well. Sabath patiently stuck with me
as I seemingly lost the ability to distin¬
guish my left foot from right. For lack
of a more delicate analogy, she com¬
pared the shape we were trying to make
to a “half swastika,” but it was quite
a challenge to master the pattern. If
nothing else, this experience gave me an
appreciation for the practice and talent

needed to suceed at ballroom dance. In
all, Blanchette and Garnick teach team
members seven dances, including the
waltz, tango, foxtrot, cha-cha, rumba,
swing and Viennese Waltz.
When it came time for the team
to practice their Viennese Waltz, I de¬
cided at the suggestion of more expe¬
rienced dancers to sit this one out and
be a spectator. It was a stunning sight to
see almost a dozen couples coordinating
graceful and highly complex steps. Ac¬
cording to Parker, the visual aspect of
ballroom is extremely important, espe¬
cially in competition.
Parker explained, “During compe¬
titions, there are many couples dancing
at the same time, and the judges only
have about 30 seconds to choose 10 or
so couples that they want to see again.”
Therefore, the judges have to look for
small reasons to make their decision.
“Sometimes how you walk onto the
dance floor or whether you start danc¬
ing snazzy makes all the difference in
whether you get called back,” she ex¬
plained.
Having participated in an average
practice for the Bates Ballroom Society,
I’ve gained a firm appreciation for an art
form not usually practiced by those be¬
tween the ages of 18 and 24.

Southern California native Isaac
Thompson T3 has a story for just about
everything he wears. From his pair of
polo riding boots turned every day
footwear to his hand-knit shawl collar
sweater, his style is special because it is
infused with personal history.
Boarding school in California, a
year at the University of Michigan, and
his current attendance at Bates have ex¬
posed Thompson to a range of regional
trends, but he doesn’t identify with
one. “I dressed atypically compared
to the other kids at my high school,”
said Thompson, “and I stood out as
the prep” with a wardrobe of brightly
colored pants and collar-popped polos.
Towards the end of his senior year, he
moved away from pronounced preppy
attire. By the time he got to Michigan,
it was the subtlety of his style that
made him stand out from the the Hol¬
lister and Abercrombie & Fitch-wearing
crowd.
Now in his second year at Bates,
Thompson has noticed that in contrast
to what he saw at Michigan, the major¬
ity of our student body wears less con¬
spicuous, non-label brands. Though he
ascribes to the Bates favorite J.Crew, he
favors pieces made unique by his per¬
sonal connection to them. Many of
Thompson’s favorite items come from
his father’s closet, such as a black and
red buffalo plaid Woolrich hunting

jacket. The hand-me-down has a large
pocket in the back which traditionally
is used by hunters to store their game.
However, Thompson’s father used
it to carry his books around campus
when he was in school. The jacket is a
bit too small for Thompson to use to
such ends. When asked if he planned
on continuing the backpack-in-jacket
tradition, Thompson replied “It’s a little
small on me, so I need all the space I
can get.” Still, the story behind it—liter¬
ally—makes the jacket unique.
Thompson’s favorite pair of tan
lace-up boots also come with a quirky
anecdote. Thanks to his short stint as
a polo player in high school, Thomp¬
son gained a pair of Ariat riding boots
whose equestrian purposes have been
abandoned for more fashionable func¬
tions. Unfortunately, they’re not very
practical for snowy conditions “I can
practically ice-skate in them,” said
Thompson, laughing. Despite their lack
of traction and impracticality for Maine
winters, they’re the perfect sartorial fin¬
ishing touch to many outfits.
When it comes to the fit of his
clothes, Thompson is simple and
straightforward. He likes his pants semifitted, and his shirts to hit at the hip. He
usually aims for a t-shirt that falls right
below the belt loop. He shows us that
you don’t have to have too fussy a fit to
wear your clothes well - as is often the
case, the story behind one’s clothing is
what makes an outfit memorable.

“The State of the Hip-Hop Nation”
Continued from PAGE 7

relates to serious problems that plague
our society in 2011 - poverty, racism,
sexism and what Hill termed “the war
on youth.”
Throughout the lecture, Hill made
allusions to his radical politics, men¬
tioning his disagreements with Barack
Obama, his belief in abolishing the
prison system and his support of Assata Shakur, the controversial Black
Panther who escaped a maximum se¬
curity prison and fled to Cuba to evade
charges of murder.
His support of Shakur is what he
believes got him fired from his posi¬
tion at Fox News, where he appeared
on shows like “The O’Reilly Factor”
as a commentator. When asked about
how he reconciled his own views with
those of the conservative network, Hill
said “I see myself as a public defender.”
Originally he believed that being on
Fox allowed him to give viewers a dif¬
ferent side of the story. However, he’s
changed his position, and now believes
that engaging in biased conversations
only serves to legitimize them. Instead,
he prefers to reach out to smaller audi¬
ences who he believes he can mobilize
for a cause.
Hill began by putting hip-hop into a
historical context. He painted a picture
of teenagers in the late ’70s, combing
their grandparents’ record collections
-for jazz and blues beats to rhyme over.
Hill sees hip-hop as a “post modern pas¬
tiche” that puts the present in conversa¬
tion with the past in a way that rarely

Hill believes this promising beginning
was “co-opted by capitalism,” and hiphop now focuses on bourgeois issues,
squandering its potential to mobilize a
disorganized group who deserve more
in contemporary American society.
For those who were skeptical of
hip-hop’s ability to serve a political pur¬
pose, Hill cited all that rappers have do
to change public attitudes about black
fatherlessness when they write songs
that “make it bad to be a deadbeat dad.”
Flill believes this proven power could
be arranged into a new political project
However, he seemed pessimistic, noting
that not only does rap music seem to
lack the necessary infrastructure to in¬
cite social change, it also continues to
become more wealthy, cosmopolitan
and capitalist, putting it out of touch
with its radical roots. “It seems that
hip-hop has ‘gained the world and lost
its soul’” said Hill. While rappers may
be talking about the right subjects, they
are doing so in the wrong way. As Hill
noted, “They’re talking about drugs, not
the war on drugs.”
Hill’s most interesting insights
came on the topic of gender and sexu¬
ality. He believes hip hop provides “a
window into an interesting sort of gen¬
der politics” which mirrors the culture
at large. “There’s a lack of space for fe¬
male identity,” said Hill, with women in
hip-hop having to choose between the
roles of “jezebel, sapphire or mammy.”
He had a lot to say about polariz¬
ing new female MC Nicki Minaj. Hill
mentioned a conversation he had with
a journalist at “Rolling Stone” who
claimed that Minaj wasn’t even one^>f

the top 30 MCs. Hill doesn’t believe
that’s a fair way to frame the argument.
“Only 30 MCs are one of the top 30
MCs,” he quipped. However, he finds it
noteworthy that Minaj needs to be one
of the best to be taken seriously. Why
do women need to be incredible to be
talked about in the same conversation
with mediocre men, he posed.
When someone suggested that
Minaj’s success demonstrated a growing
acceptance in mainstream culture be¬
cause of her rumored bisexuality, Hill
rejected it as another sign of patriarchy
and proof that lesbians are accepted
only if they fit into a heterosexual
context. “Her name is ‘menage,’” said
Hill, drawing attention to the sugges¬
tive nature of her moniker. He believes
that it would be dramatically different
if someone like Missy Elliot or Queen
Latifah wanted to rap about a same sex
partnership.
Hill’s lecture didn’t attempt to cut
down hip hop or give it undeserved
gravitas. It’s clear that he’s a true fan
of the genre and believes there’s room
in the culture for rappers like Soulja
Boy and Waka Flocka whose rhymes
are “about having fun.” Instead, Hill
showed that when something has per¬
vaded culture to the extent that hip hop
has, we should be cognizant of what
that means and question whether it has
the capability to be more than an art
form. Hill didn’t offer a definitive an¬
swer to that question, but it’s unlikely
that the attendees of “The State of the
Hip Hop Nation” will be able to listen
to the genre again without considering
its larger implications.

VI

ated from the typical “guy with a
guitar” aesthetic. The crowd was
captivated by renowned spoken
word artist Andrea Gibson. The win¬
ner of the Women of the World Po¬
etry Slam in 2008, Gibson discusses
gender politics, queer issues and
racism. Her passion was evident
Brought to campus on a student’s
recommendation, Gibson left with a
much larger fen base.
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Finding love - good and bad - in
Maynard’s “The Good Daughters”

Emily Barton captivates
audience with speculative fiction
ASHLEY LEPRE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

SIMONE PATHE
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Joyce Maynard’s “The Good Daugh¬
ters,” published in 2010, is a good com¬
panion for a lazy afternoon. Beginning
slowly, the narration alternates between
two girls, Ruth Plank and Dana Dickerson, who are “birthday sisters,” meaning
they were born on the same day in the
same hospital. Their families met at the
hospital that Fourth of July in 1950.
Apart from this shared day in their
lives, the two families are quite dissimilar.
The Planks run a farm in New Hamp¬
shire where the father, Edwin, takes
more care in growing crops and culti¬
vating new species than selling what he
grows while the mother, Connie, cooks
for her five daughters and husband and
listens to religious radio programs.
Across town, the Dickersons live in
a ranch house in which the mother, Val¬
erie, paints avant garde portraits while
her husband, George, is often running
off with an invention idea to patent.
Despite the frequency with which he
drums up inventions or catchy tunes,
they’re never quite original enough, and
the contact he met in a bar months ago
is never as helpful as George promises
his family he’ll be. However, George’s
irresponsibility is only apparent to
his two children: Dana and her older
brother Ray. To them, their parents —
whom they call George and Val — are
unavailable and rootless. They spend
their childhood roving from one corner
of the northeast to another, following
George’s hopeless entrepreneurial ven¬
tures.
Meanwhile, the Planks are rooted
to the farm that has been in their fam¬
ily for generations. Although the fami¬
lies never really get to know each other,
Connie insists on keeping in touch with
the Dickersons, sending letters, wanting
to make comparisons between Ruth and
Dana, announcing that Ruth has entered
that “special phase of womanhood” and
wondering if Dana has too.
As if that weren’t enough, Connie
piles the Planks into the car every sum¬
mer for the yearly pilgrimage to wher¬
ever the Dickersons might be living that
year. The Planks inevitably show up at
the Dickersons’ door, explaining that
they were just passing through — even
though Connie, handing over another
pair of her homemade potholders, ar¬
ranged the trip just to see them — while

Val Dickerson invites them in with a
cool greeting and an offer of lemonade,
never anything more.
At first, the way the two birthday
sisters’ stories weave in and out of each
other’s is too predictable. The prose is
light, quick and easy to read, but read¬
ing Maynard does not deliver that thrill
that poetic prose can send when it ef¬
fortlessly captures a feeling or a thought
without seeming to try. The repetition,
while intended to build strong charac¬
ters, is tiresome. Occasionally, Maynard
will introduce a piece of information
about just how different Ruth is from
her mother or sisters in the middle of
a chapter, and she’ll begin a subsequent
chapter by restating the same contrast.
Parts of the narrative are forced.
Born in 1950, the daughters grow up in
interesting times in America, and pass¬
ing references to the historical context
are appropriate. But having Val and
Connie — two women who are differ¬
ent in almost every other way - share a
common grief for the loss of President
Kennedy and sympathize so deeply
with Jackie to the point of not getting
up for a month, in the case of Val, rings
cliche.
Ruth’s midnight escape to Woodstock is not any better. Hours earlier,
she had never heard of the musical
festival, but when a couple of guys on
their way to upstate New York stop at
her family’s farm stand, they tell her she
should go so that someday she can tell
her grandchildren that she was there.
Even though hitchhiking to Woodstock
serves as an important act of rebel¬
lion for Ruth and a mildly entertaining
chance to spend several days unchar¬
acteristically stoned on LSD with her
crush, Ruth’s adventure to the famous
musical festival comes off as Maynard
caving into the same pressure not to
miss out on Woodstock, as if books
that partiaEy take place in the 1960s and
1970s have to hit certain historical high¬
lights to feel authentic.
A bit about Maynard’s personal life
is due here to make judgments about
what she felt necessary to include in her
fictional account of American babyboomerhood. Maynard’s writing de¬
but came in 1973 as a freshman at Yale
when the New York Times Magazine
published her essay, “An Eighteen Year
Old Looks Back on Life.” She later
worked as reporter for the Times and
as a syndicated columnist. But after
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Each year, when the five weeks of
short term rolls around, students find
new and creative ways to fill their free
time. Some try out a new hobby, some
study for standardized tests and oth¬
ers work on their tan. But what about
attempting to write an entire novel?
Though it may sound impossible, five
weeks is exactly how long Emily Barton
took to write the first draft of her new¬
est work.
Last Thursday, Feb. 10th, the Lan¬
guage Art Live lecture series brought
novelist Emily Barton to the Skelton
Lounge. Barton is the author of two
novels, “The Testament of Yves Gundron” and “Brookland” and currently
teaches at Columbia University while
serving as an English lecturer at Yale
University.
Barton read the first chapter of her
freshly drafted upcoming book. The
novel, whose working title is “The Se¬
cret Pool,” is a speculative fiction story
about the role a primarily Jewish coun¬
try could have played in the Second
World War. Burton calls the country
Husaria, drawing on accounts of a simi¬
lar society of the same name existing in
Poland between the 16th and 18th cen¬
turies. In “The Secret Pool” this society
is in close proximity to Germany, which
proves problematic as Hitler comes to
power.
The main character, Esther, is a
young girl who wonders about her fu¬
ture and the roles women play in her
society. As Esther goes about her daily
routines, she is suddenly shocked by a
V-like formation of airplanes flying low
overhead. The description of their flags
leads the reader to infer that the planes
are Nazi aircraft.
Though Barton only read her first
chapter, the description of a unique
setting and the intriguing hint of plot
left the audience in a captivated silence.
Esther’s character was convincing and
relatable as she struggled with her role
in society and her personal ambitions.
The country that Barton depicted was
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that original piece in the Times Maga¬
zine, J.D. Salinger wrote to her praising
her writing, which began a long cor¬
respondence and brief romance. May¬
nard dropped out of Yale to live with
Salinger in small town New Hampshire,
but they later split months before May¬
nard’s memoir, “Looking Back,” was
published.
Maynard’s and Salinger’s fleeting
romance may have served as some in¬
spiration for her characters’ romance
in which the idea of being with each
other is more appealing than the reality
of sharing a life together. The connec¬
tion between Ray Dickerson and Ruth
Plank sustains the novel. Their brief
childhood interactions show a common
sensitivity and isolation within their
own families. At one of the Dickersons’ yearly stops at the Plank’s farm
stand, Ruth decides that she loves Ray.
He’s more reticent to show his interest
in Ruth, but a sudden suggestion that
people should feed each other straw¬
berries out of their mouths like birds
and the acting out this proposal encour¬
ages Ruth not to give up on him.
Ruth and Ray go for years without
seeing each other. We learn that the
birthday sisters have gone their separate
ways — not as if they ever had anything
in common besides their birthdays —
with Ruth pursuing her interest in art
and Dana studying horticulture and ag¬
riculture in college.
The quiet, understated relationship
that Maynard paints between Edwin
and his daughter Ruth is among the
more beautiful in book. But the deep
connection between Dana and her lover
is also powerful. Maynard has a knack
for capturing relationships between
people, even if, at first, the narrative
pales in comparison.
As the book progresses, however,
the story becomes more complex and
slightly less predictable. There were
multiple turns in plot I didn’t see com¬
ing, and although I had guessed at the
ending back in the beginning of the
book, I’d forgotten my own prediction
by the time it neared, and its telling was
not flat or transparent.
When nearing the end, I realized
just how intricately constructed the
plotlines were. It’s one of those books
that, when you close in on the last few
pages, you say to yourself, “Aha! That’s
why Connie did that!”

a unique blend of things both futuristic
and old-fashioned. For example, Esther
transported herself from place to place
on a stick-shift mechanical horse.
In the question and answer session
that took place after the reading, Barton
explained that there are only two books
written regarding the idea of a society
like Husaria. She explained that she is
very interested in things that “didn’t
happen but might have.” Therefore, she
speculated that if Husaria were to have
survived into the 1940’s it would have
done so through isolationism. Details
such as the mechanical horse demon¬
strate Barton’s idea that while Husaria
would have progressed technologically,
it would have done so in its own way.
Other questions revealed the comi¬
cal tale of how Barton’s idea for the
novel came about. In January 2009, she
was in the middle of working on a larg¬
er novel. However, after breaking her
wrist, Barton was unable to type and
felt too constrained by this impediment
to continue working.
As Barton settled into a five week
break, she decided to spend the time
reading. However, her husband, a fel¬
low writer, challenged her to try to
write an entire novel, serious in nature
or not, in those five weeks. As some¬
one who describes herself as “unable to
back down for a challenge,” Barton set
forth to write a piece which was initially
just meant to pass the time during her
break. Two years later, the result of that
challenge is what is soon to be her third
published novel.
Barton offered insight into the pro¬
cess of writing a novel and becoming
an author. On the feeling of finishing
a first draft of a book, Barton reports
that it’s “sort of like the first five miles
of a marathon;” you know you have ac¬
complished quite a lot, but quickly re¬
alize there is much, much more to go.
The draft, she explained, is only the first
step and reaching a final product takes
time, patience and perseverance. Ulti¬
mately, Barton was both realistic and in¬
spiring. She gave this parting advice to
young writers: have a lot of confidence
and drive but also humility.
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Untitled
Ali Carley ’14
I took a drive down to the old
river again today. I passed by
the old farm with its crumbling
fences in my new navy Porsche.
The cool autumn wind must
have been blowing for I saw the
tips of the pine trees sway up in
their lofty attics. But I could not
feel this breeze in the warmth
and protection of my car, and
I could only imagine the way
it would make me shiver. The
river was lower than usual, due
to the dry summer. I parked by
side of the river, crunching over
some fallen twigs and dried
leaves. I didn’t get out. I didn’t

think I could. I looked out over
the river to the bank on the other
side of the water, remembering.
I cracked the window just a little
and the sound of trickling water
reached my ears. Mingling with
it was the sound of that autumn
breeze dancing through the fire
colored leaves and the call of the
grey geese as they made their
slow journey south. For a second I
thought I heard a familiar carefree
laugh. Looking to the opposite
bank, I could see him, sprawled
among the leaves, relaxing as
the setting sunlight glanced of
the gentle waves of the river. A

To submit to The Weekly Verse email Charlotte at csimpso2@ba
Submissions should be no longer than one page.
Submit whatever you like, poems by you, or poems that ignite

(■litis

girl rested her head lightly on
his shoulder. I stared at the
picture before me, not moving a
muscle. The girl looked up and
her eyes met mine. I inhaled
sharply, my throat closing up.
Her eyes were a light, familiar
sky blue. Her golden brown
hair fell across her face as she
bent down to listen to him. I fi¬
nally blinked, and when I looked
again, the image had faded
back into the withered red and
brown leaves scattered along
the ground. I quickly rolled the
window up and started my car. I
left without looking back.

—
mum

CAROLINE SOLLMANN/THE BATES STUDENT

A contradancing couple makes a connection
on the dance floor at the Bates Community
Folk Festival on Friday, Feb. nth. Sponsored
by the Freewill Folk Society, the event was
open to the public and featured several no¬
table folk groups, including Brown and the
Bluegrass Connection, the Bridgebuilders
and Perpetual e-motion.
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alpine skiing

Manter's speed in slalom leads
men's alpine ski team to fifth place
finish at Dartmouth Carnival
NORA HANAGAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

This weekend the men’s and wom¬
en’s alpine skiing teams headed to the
Dartmouth Carnival held at Dartmouth
Skiway. The men tied with Dartmouth
for fifth out of 10 teams in the slalom
and also placed fifth in the Giant Slalom
by one point over Colby. The women
took ninth of 10 teams in both the gi¬
ant slalom and slalom. The weekend’s
highlight came from senior Ben Manter,
who placed 13th out of 60 competitors
in both the giant slalom and slalom.
In the giant slalom on Friday, Feb.
11th, Manter’s impressive second run
of 56.67 seconds, the third fastest time
of the day, combined for a two-run to¬
tal time of 1:56.37. In the giant slalom,
Manter Was followed by fellow senior
John Canney who tied for 15th with his
season personal best combined time of

ports

1:56.40. The last to score for Bates was
junior Bump Heldman in 20th place
with a time of 1:57.97. He was followed
by fellow junior Alex Jones in 27th,
first-year Coleman Lieb tying for 29th
and senior Ross Brockman who fin¬
ished in 46th.
On Saturday, Feb. 12th in the slalom
race, Manter led the men once again,
placing 13th out of 60 competitors with
at total time of 1:40.22. Following just
slighdy behind Manter was Heldman in
15th with a time of 1:40.34. Heldman
has five top 15 finishes this season.
Brockman was next in 24th with a time
of 1:43.38 to help the Bobcats stay even
with Dartmouth in a 77 point tie.
In the women’s giant slalom, firstyear Kelly Mackenzie led the Bobcats
with a combined time of 2:03.12, good
enough for 28th out of 53 competi¬
tors. She was followed by sophomore
Zoe Livingston in 32nd with a time of

NTERESTED
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2:03.58 and first-year Anne Rockwell in
34th with a time of 2:04.56.
In the women’s slalom, senior Micaela Holland, a two time participant
at Nationals, was first for Bates placing
22nd out of 53 competitors with her
time of 1:47.90. Rockwell was less than
a second behind, coming in 23rd place,
while Mackenzie came in 32nd place
with a time of 1:54.12.
The Bates Nordic and alpine teams
combined for 513 points putting them
in seventh place out of 12 teams. Bates
beat out St. Lawrence, Harvard, St. Mi¬
chael’s, Bowdoin and UMaine Presque
Isle, respectively.
Next week Bates will head to Ripton, Vermont for the Middlebury Car¬
nival, Feb. 18th-19th, before hosting
the Bates Carnival and NCAA Eastern
Region Championships at Sunday River
Feb. 26th-27th.

Write about them for The Bates Student! For
more information, please contact
plombard@bates.edu.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Sports » Nordic skiing

Women’s Nordic continues string
of top four finishes at Dartmouth
NORA HANAGAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Seniors Kirsten Gill and Natalie
Ruppertsberger led the way for the Nor¬
dic ski team this weekend, both notch¬
ing top 10 finishes. Gill placed a careerbest fourth out of 66 competitors in the
5k freestyle race on Friday, Feb. 11th
at the Dartmouth Carnival. Rupperts¬
berger took eighth in the 10k classic for
her fourth top ten finish of the season.
The women took fourth place out of
12 teams overall to continue their streak
of finishing in the top four in carnival
events. The team has landed in the top
four in four consecutive races.
Ruppertsberger was also successful
in the 5k, finishing tenth with a time
of 14:41.0. Senior captain Meg McClel¬
land was next at 13th with a season best
time of 14:47.5. Junior Beth Taylor then
finished in 35th followed by sophomore
Gretchen Sellegren in 43rd. Combined,
the women scored a total of 100 points
in the event, losing only to Dartmouth’s
126 and Vermont’s 117.
After Ruppertsberger’s eighth place
finish in the 10k freestyle, McClelland
finished in 20th with a time of 54:52.1.

Anescac
men’s basketball

Start Your Career
in Accounting

Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-a«ounting majors:
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading
accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

Application deadlines: March 1 and April 1

Become our fan on Facebook.
facebooLcom/northeasternumversilymsamba

Northeastern University
617 373-3244
-

College of Business
Administration

gspa@neu.edu
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Next was Gill in 23rd followed directly
by first-year Andrea Fisher in 24th.
The men didn’t fare quite as well as
their female teammates, placing tenth
out of twelve teams in both the 10k
freestyle and the 10k Classic. Leading
the Bobcats on Friday in the 10k free¬
style was first-year Jordan Buetow, who
finished 27th out of 63 competitors
with his time of 26:42.8. Sophomore
captain Lucas Milliken was next in 42nd
followed by first-year Alex Hamilton in
54th, first-year Sean Woods in 55th and
sophomore Dan Kuzio in 64th.
Buetow led the Bobcats once again
in the 10k Classic. He placed 34th
out of 63 competitors with a time of
1:05:51.6. Milliken followed Buetow by
less than a hundredth of a second for
35th place. Also in the top 50 was Ham¬
ilton at 46th.
The Nordic and alpine teams com¬
bined to score 513 team points, putting
them at seventh place out of 12 teams
at the carnival. Next weekend the Bob¬
cats head to Middlebury for their last
conference carnival before hosting the
Bates Carnival and the NCAA East Re¬
gional Championships, Feb. 26th-27th,
at Black Mountain in Rumford, ME.

Standings
women’s basketball

Overall

Team

Conf.

Overall

Williams

9-0

23-1

Amherst

9-0

23-1

Middlebury

8-1

Colby

7-2

20-4

Amherst

7-2

20-1
21-2

Bowdoin

6-3

20-4

Trinity

4-5

13-11

Williams

6-3

20-4

Tufts

4-5

13-11

Tufts

5-4

17-5

Bates

17-7

3-6

12-12

Bates

Conn. Coll

3-6

12-12

Middlebury

3-6

14-8

Bowdoin

3-6

14-9

Trinity

3-6

13-10

Wesleyan

2-7

11-13

Conn. Coll.

1-8

9-15

Colby

2-7

11-13

Wesleyan

0-9

7-16
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A taste of local sports culture:
Lewiston Maineiacs hockey

TESSA PALS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Bates competitive ski club
wrapped up a successful season this past
weekend as both the men’s and women’s
alpine teams won their divisions of the
United States Collegiate Ski Association
(USCSA) against UMaine-Farmington,
UMaine-Orono and Bowdoin.
The team travelled to Sugarloaf,
Sunday River, Saddleback and many
other mountains over the past five
weeks, competing in a total of 11 races.
Coming into the final grand slalom race
on Sunday, Feb. 13th at Sugarloaf, the
women’s team was undefeated while the
men were in a dead tie with UMaineFarmington.
While the Beavers of UMaineFarmington held their own through the
first run on Sunday, Bates first-year Lo¬
renzo Bonacini flew down the course in
his second run of the day, finishing in
50.86 seconds and effectively finalizing
the men’s win. First-years Evan Goldsher, Logan Greenblatt, Tyler McKen¬
zie, Chuck Munn, and Jackson Ode fol¬

lowed Bonacini down the hill, pushing
the Beavers out of the season-long heat
for first.
The women started their season off
strong with a win at Saddleback, sopho¬
more Lane Curran, juniors Tessa Pals
and Kerry Gross, and first-year Tomi
Chipman claimed places third through
sixth, respectively, taking the victory
for the day. First-year Fladley Dawson
and junior Alice Schlegel also compet¬
ed. The undefeated season finished at
Sugarloaf, where the women claimed
second through fourth place. Curran
took second, not far behind the Beavers
Jackie Reis. Chipman and Pals followed
closely behind for third and fourth, re¬
spectively.
Though this short-but-sweet sea¬
son is already over for the skiers as a
team, individuals from the team will
be competing in the spring race series
in mid-March, as well as other races
through the end of February.
Editor’s Note: Tessa Pals is the President
of the Competitive Ski Club.

If you’re a sports fan at Bates, you
may feel your sporting event options
are limited to the CoEege’s athletic
contests. Bates is not located in a large
city with professional sports teams,
nor is it even situated in a smaUer
city like Pordand, which hosts several
minor-pro teams. StUl, Lewiston does
offer Bates sports fans one exceUent
option: The Lewiston Maineiacs.
The Maineiacs are a major junior
hockey team that plays at the Andro¬
scoggin Bank CoEsee, a rink less than
a mile from campus. The squad is part
of the 18-team Quebec Major Junior
Hockey League (QMJHL) and is the
only U.S. team that competes in the
league. The QMJHL is one of three
major junior hockey leagues in Cana¬
da, aE of which faE under the larger
umbreEa league known as the Cana¬
dian Hockey League. The QMJHL is
a breeding ground for many future
NHL stars, some of whom are drafted
by NHL teams despite their young
age. This year’s Maineiacs’ roster in¬
cludes one player, DiEon Fournier,
who is 16 years old. The oldest player
on the team is just 21,
WhEe the Maineiacs are not a pro¬
fessional team, attending games is a
blast. AE regular season tickets are un¬
der $12 (some games offer even lower
student ticket prices) and each of the
3,677 seats in the arena provides an
exceEent view of the ice. For a hockey
fanatic like me, having a hockey team
within walking distance of campus
is a dream come true. This is sEghdy
embarrassing, but I bought a Mainei¬

Hockey
Continued from PAGE 12

MIT beat Westfield State on Friday
night, aEowing the Bobcats to control
their own destiny in the game. A win
meant a playoff spot and Bates made
the most of its opportunity. This time,
the Cadets got on the board first, but
junior Kyle Aulet found the back of
the net with 2:14 remaining in the first
period. The score was 1-1 entering the
first intermission.
Bates started the second period
strong with senior Tyler Dewdney giving

acs t-shirt just a few weeks after finding
out I had been accepted into Bates. For
the general sports fan, however, or for
those who are just curious about what a
major junior hockey game is aE about,
going to a Maineiacs game is stiE a fun
experience.
I’ve been to games throughout my
three and a half years at Bates, but go¬
ing to two games this past weekend re¬
minded me of how nice it is to have a
sports team to root for that’s so close
to campus. The fact that we can watch
players that may end up in the NHL
someday makes attending games all the
more exciting. Even more entertaining,
though, is the overaE experience of the
game.
For both games I attended this past
weekend, I arrived at the arena with
friends less than half an hour before
game time without tickets. Buying tick¬
ets right up until the opening faceoff
was not a problem even on a weekend
night against a division rival. Once we
entered the arena, my friends and I
found ourselves surrounded by locals
decked out in Maineiacs jerseys, sweat¬
shirts and hats. There’s a team store that
seEs aE the Maineiacs apparel you could
ever want, so you never have to feel out
of place at a game.
Food and drinks were reasonably
priced by sporting event standards and
finding our seats was easy. The singing
of the national anthems was a particu¬
larly entertaining event. First, the Ca¬
nadian anthem is sung almost entirely
in French. This is foEowed by the U.S.
national anthem and loud cheering.

Having both anthems is a reminder that
this league is based in Quebec and that
almost aE of the players on the ice for
both teams are Canadian.
Once the games got under way,
the action was intense. The QMJHL is
known as an offense-oriented league, so
both teams were getting plenty of good
scoring opportunities. WhEe there were
no fights in the games that I attended,
I’ve seen matchups with multiple fights.
These bare-knuckled brawls only add to
the excitement and intensity of the at¬
mosphere and obviously get the crowd
particularly riled up. Both games I went
to this weekend had an announced at¬
tendance of more than 2,400 people,
and it got louder than a Bates-Bowdoin
basketbaE game in Alumni Gym when¬
ever Lewiston scored a goal. Adding to
the noise were air horns, cowbeEs and
other noise making devices that helped
to create a festive atmosphere inside the
arena.
The Maineiacs unfortunately lost
both games I attended, but the action
was stiE great. The Maineiacs are ranked
sixth in the league and second in their,
division. The team plays just four of
its last 12 games at home, but there is
stiE time to get to a regular season game
before the playoffs start in the end of
March.
As the Bates winter sports season
comes to a close, there are few home
sporting events on the calendar in the
next few weeks. Now is the perfect time
to take a break from studying to wan¬
der off campus for a rousing game of
Maineiacs hockey.

Bates a 2-1 lead less than two minutes
into the period. Ohlheiser increased the
Bobcat lead to 3-1 with 13:20 remaining
in the second period. Bates held on to
the two-goal lead going into the third
period, but Norwich fought back. Capi¬
talizing on a Bates penalty, the Cadets
scored 4:37 into the third period cutting
Bates’ lead to just one.
DeBrase scored midway through
the final period and Aulet added his
second goal of the game less than three
minutes later, letting Bates walk away
with a 5-2 win and a highly coveted
league playoff spot. Senior alternate
captain and goahe Joe Doody had 23

saves and earned the win for the Bob¬
cats.
Bates wiE take on No. 1 Bridgewater State on Saturday, Feb. 19th inNashua, New Hampshire. The winnerwiE play in the NECHA American divi- sion Championship the foEowing day.
“We’re confident because we played
reaEy weE the second half of the season .
and we were the only team in the league
to beat Bridgewater this year, so we
know if we play weE that we’re a good
enough team to win it aE,” said Doody:

Sports » women’s basketball

Women s basketball loses battle for
fifth place, lodes ahead to Bowdoin
Senior captain Christine McCall
gave hope for a rally with a beautifully
placed layup, but the Jumbos refused
to relinquish the lead. Tufts continued
to add to their advantage, leading by
as much as 18 points before eventually
winning by 14.
Strong performances on the Bates
side came from junior Lauren Dobish
and sophomores Allie Beaulieu and Brianna Hawkins. Dobish’s sharpshooting
allowed her to score on four of her sev¬
en three-point attempts. She finished
the game with a total of 14 points, four
assists and two steals. Beaulieu tossed
up 10 points and Hawkins scored nine
while snagging seven rebounds.
Bates finished off the regular sea¬
son with a 17-7 record and a 5-4 mark
in conference play. The Bobcats will
enter the eight-team NESCAC Cham¬
pionship Tournament seeded sixth, fac¬
ing third-seeded Bowdoin on the road
on Saturday, Feb. 19th in the NESCAC
Quarterfinals. This season, Bates is 1-1
against the Bowdoin squad. Bates lost a
non-conference matchup to Bowdoin,
but handed the Polar Bears a 77-56
shellacking during their official NES¬
CAC match in late January.

CAROLINE O’SULLIVAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

This past weekend, the women’s
basketball team fell 67-53 to Tufts in
a game with playoff implications. The
loss dropped the team to sixth place in
the conference and will pin them against
third-seeded Bowdoin in the NESCAC
Quarterfinals.
On Saturday, Feb. 12th, Bates trav¬
elled to Medford, MA to take on the
Jumbos in .a battle for fifth place in the
conference. The game unfortunately re¬
sulted in Bates’ worst loss of the season
as they fell by 14 points. The game was
evenly matched in the first half with the
Jumbos leading by just one point at the
break with a score of 33-32.
Bates burst out of the gates in the
second half, scoring the first five points
to take a 37-33 lead less than three min¬
utes into the second frame. The Jum¬
bos, however, picked up the slack and
eventually evened out the score at 42-42
with 11:25 remaining in the game. From
that point, Tufts took control and never
looked back. After tying the game the
Jumbos completed an 11-1 run that
gave them a commanding ten-point
lead with just 5:23 left on the clock

DidYoll^-TlOW Y

Men's basketball falls to Tufts, will face
Amherst in NESCAC first round after
dropping to sixth in conference standings
JENNA DANNIS
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Feb. 12th, the men’s
basketbaE team traveEed to Massachu¬
setts to chaEenge NESCAC rival Tufts
for conference playoff positioning. In
the Bobcats’ regular season finale, the
hosting Jumbos took the lead with four
minutes remaining and managed to nar¬
rowly surpass Bates to clench the fifth
seed for the post-season tournament.
Bates found control of the game
early on. In the first half, the Bobcats
jumped out to a quick seven-point
lead. Senior captain Nick Schmiemann
sparked the run with a steal and then
an assist to sophomore Mark Brust who
drained a three-pointer just 30 seconds
into the game. Junior Kyle PhEbrook
was also instrumental in the Bobcats’
first half surge, dishing out two assists
and grabbing two rebounds in the first
three minutes of the game.
The Bobcats continued to buEd

their lead throughout the first half,
stretching it to eight pouits midway
through the first frame. Tight defense
helped cap a Jumbo late-half run and
Bates entered halftime with a fourpoint lead, 32-28. In the first half, the
Bobcats shot 55 percent from beyond
the arc, hitting five of nine from threepoint range. Senior Tom Deegan led
the aE-around play for the Bobcats in
the first half as he scored 11 points,
dished out an assist, grabbed a rebound
and recorded a steal. Junior forward
John Squires led the team with four re¬
bounds.
Bates opened the second half trad¬
ing baskets with the Jumbos. However,
just four minutes in the Jumbos went
on a run, taking a five point lead. De¬
spite tying the game and cutting the lead
to just one point throughout the rest of
the half, the Bobcats were unable to
regain the advantage. As time wound
down, the Bobcats were forced to foul
to regain possession of the baE, aEow¬

ing the Jumbos to extend their lead to
four. The Jumbos eventuaEy defeated
the Bobcats 66-62.
Senior captain Alex GaEant paced
the Bobcat scoring in the second half
with eight points whEe Deegan had an¬
other sohd half, scoring seven points
and finishing the game with a teamhigh and career-best 18 points. Junior
Reid Christian grabbed three rebounds
whEe Squires and GaEant recorded two
a piece.
On Saturday, Feb. 19th, the Bob¬
cats wiE travel to Amherst to take on
the third seeded Lord Jeffs in the first
round of conference play. In their reg¬
ular-season meeting in early February,
the then No. 5 nationaEy-ranked Lord
Jeffs edged out the Bobcats by just six
points. Despite not earning a higher
seed, the Bobcats have the talent and
depth to make noise in the playoffs anti
upset the higher-ranked teams.

Fun facts about Bates athletics

men’s swimming

women’s basketball

Alumni Gymnasium

18 of the 25 individual Bates
men's swimming records were
set in the last decade. 15 of those
18 records were set in the last
three years.

Including this season, the Bates wom¬
en's basketball team has had 16 con¬
secutive winning seasons. The team
has not had a losing record since the
1994-95 season.

Bates basketball teams began playing in
Alumni Gym in 1925. According to Bates'
Web site, it has been home to a basket¬
ball team for longer than any other gym
in New England and is the 10th oldest in
the country.
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Sports » squash

Squash teams finish regular season on
a high note trumping Colby, Bowdoin
CHRIS CHIAPPETTI
STAFF WRITER

NORA HANAGAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

This weekend saw many personal
bests and team top ten performances
for the women’s track and field team.
At the BU Valentine Invitational
bn Friday, Feb. 11th, Bates brought 14
athletes, mostly runners, to try and set
personal bests on the fast banked track
before the indoor championship season
begins. Saturday’s meet at Tufts, the last
. regular season indoor meet, was the
last opportunity for many Bobcats to
qualify for the New England Division
HI Championships, taking place next
weekend.
' - ' At the Valentine Invitational on Fri’ day, senior captain Sara Ellen Godek,
the only field athlete representing the
Bobcats, faced her only true competi¬
tion so far this season. Battling against
much bigger and taller Division I ath¬
letes, Godek didn’t allow herself to be
intimidated, placing sixth in the weight
throw out of 39 competitors with a 5300.0 and ninth out of 37 competitors
in the shot put with a 39-01.00. Godek
placed best among Division III throw¬
ers in both events and in the weight
j faced off against Bates graduate and
record holder Keelin Godsey ’06, who
competed unattached and placed first
with a throw of 63-09.75.

“I thought everyone stepped up
to the challenges of competing against
tons of people, most of which were Di¬
vision I or professional athletes,” said
Godek. “The energy at the track helped
a lot of people get out fast and clock
great times.”
One of those people was fellow
senior captain Dana Lindauer in the
200m dash, who placed an impressive
42nd of 133 runners with her time
26.36 seconds. The time qualifies her
for the East Cpast Athletic Conference
(ECAG) Championships and puts her
at the number six fastest time in Bates
history. Also making the top 10 list
was sophomore Ansley Flanagan, who
is now at number eight on the list af¬
ter placing 60th with her time of 26.91
seconds in the 200m. Also competing
in the event was junior Lizzie Carleton
who ran a season best of 27.83 seconds
and placed 95th. Sophomore Kristen
Poulin also came in at 113th with her
time of 28.39.
Despite a tough week of illness,
sophomore Bud Arens continued to
outrun the competition as she took first
in her heat of the 1,000m and placed
25th of 58 runners. Arens’ excellent
time of 3:04.23 puts her at number
eight all-time and qualifies her for the
ECAC’s.

Bates entered three women in the
800m: sophomore Nora Hanagan and
first-years Alison Travers and Kallie
Nixon. Nixon ran an impressive 2:21.56
to put her at 65th among 139 com¬
petitors and qualify her for ECAC’s.
Hanagan placed 95th with her time of
2:26.77 and Travers finished 106th with
a time of 2:28.52. Both times qualify
them for the New England Division III
Championships next weekend.
In the 500m, first-year Abby Alex¬
ander qualified for New England Divi¬
sion Ill’s by converting her 500m time
of 1:23.11 to 600m standards, since
only the 600m is run at Division Ill’s.
Senior Lindsay Soule’s time of 1:24.37
also qualified her for the second week¬
end in a row. The two placed 39th and
47th, respectively, among 57 runners.
Both Bates runners, first-year Meg
Oglivie and senior Kerri Leondhardt,
qualified for ECAC’s in the 3k. Oglivie
ran a 10:47.10 to put her at 83rd among
107 runners. Leondhardt’s time of
10:49.89 put her at 87th.
First-yearJenny Fucillo was the only
Bobcat to compete in the 55m hurdles
and placed 52nd out of 69 competitors
with her time of 10.05 seconds. Fucillo
also ran a fantastic leg of the 4x400
team. The team included Lindauer, Fla¬
nagan and Arens. They clocked in at
4:03.52, good enough for 17th out of
38 entries and placing them at number
five on the top 10 list.
The next day’s meet at Tufts was
much more laid back, being a non¬
scoring event designed primarily for in¬
dividual competitions to qualify for the
championship season. Highlights in¬
clude the two 4x400m relays that bested
the two Tufts entries, placing first and
second. The all first-year 4x800m team
of Kara Stefaniak, Emily Foden, Devin
Tatro and Tara Notariani finished first
by almost seven seconds with their time
of 10:48.92.
Other stand-out individual per¬
formances included Stefaniak’s third
place finish in the 800m with her time
of 2:33.06 and Levesque’s second place
finishing in the 600m with her time
of 146.61, which just missed the New
England Division III qualifying mark.
Next weekend the Bobcats hope
to have a strong showing in the New
England Division III Indoor Champi¬
onships at MIT Feb. 18th-19th. With
a large pool of qualified athletes and
strong relay teams, Bates should be
tough competition.
Editor’s Note: Nora Hanagan is a mem¬
ber of the Bates track and field team.

Last week the men’s and women’s
squash teams finished their respective
regular seasons in a winning fashion,
providing some momentum before
each heads to the College Squash As¬
sociation (CSA) Team Nationals in the
coming weeks.
The No. 13 ranked women’s team
traveled to Waterville, Maine to face the
No. 21 Colby Mules for their last match
of the regular season on Wednesday,
Feb. 9th. Combined with a 9-0 win in
January against Bowdoin, the women
emerged with a sweep of the Maine
NESCAC schools after an 8-1 romp at
the expense of Colby. In doing so, the
Bobcats improved their record to 13-10
as they prepare to head to Harvard for
Nationals this Friday, Feb. 18th for the
last team matches of the year.
Against Colby, senior Anna Hogeland notched her fifth consecutive
win in the last NESCAC match of her
career. She went 10-7 in her final sea¬
son, bested in wins only by sophomore
No. 1 Cheri-Ann Parris and first-years
Rakey Drammeh and Samantha Matos,
who all earned 11 wins. The Bobcats,
who haven’t lost to Colby since the
2000-2001 season, allowed the Mules
very few opportunities to win their in¬
dividual matches. Seven out of the eight
::

match wins for Bates were 3-0 victories.
The No. 15 ranked men had two
matches this past weekend., The first
was on Friday, Feb. 11th in Brunswick
against No. 19 ranked Bowdoin. Simi¬
lar to the result the previous week dur¬
ing the quarterfinals of the NESCAC
tournament, the Bobcats took it to the
Polar Bears, winning 7-2.
Senior quad-captains No. 2 Nick
Echeverria and No. 4 Patrick Williams
both fell to their Maine rivals, but their
teammates picked them up by winning
some highly contested matches. Espe¬
cially exciting was sophomore R.J. Keat¬
ing’s five set victory. He prevailed 11-9,
11-9, 8-11,7-11,11-6.
The men dominated No. 21 Col¬
by the next day, Saturday, Feb. 12th,
winning 9-0 at home on Senior Day.
Sophomore Walter Cabot continued his
dominating NESCAC play, improving
to 8-0 on the season counting his two
exhibition wins.
The men, who finished the regular
season 6-3 in the conference and 17-9
overall, have a two week break before
heading to Harvard for the CSA Team
Nationals Feb. 25th-27th. The women
finished the season 6-3 in the confer¬
ence and 13-10 overall. They will head
to the CSA Team Nationals at Princ¬
eton Feb. 18th-20th.
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Men’s dub hockey wins twice on the
road, earns final league playoff spot
PAUL LOMBARDI
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s club hockey team entered
the final weekend of the regular season
outside the playoff picture, in need of
two wins and a little help from MIT to
reach the postseason. MIT took down
top-seeded Bridgewater State while
Bates came through with two victories
on the road over league-foe Norwich
University, and the Bobcats snatched
up the final spot in the Northeast Col¬
legiate Hockey Association (NECHA)
American division playoffs.
On Friday, Feb. 11th, first-year Sean
Thomas exploded for five goals, outscoring Norwich’s entire team and lead¬
ing Bates to a dominating 7-3 victory.
Thomas wasted no time getting Bates
on the board, scoring 1:09 into the first
period to give the Bobcats a 1-0 lead.
3:22 later he scored again to increase
the lead to 2-0. Thomas capped off his
fantastic first period with a power play
goal to give him a first period hat trick
and Bates a commanding 3-0 advantage.
Norwich finally got on the board

5:16 into the second period, but se¬
nior alternate captain Matt Ohlheiser
regained the Bobcats’ three-goal lead
less than three minutes later on a goal
assisted by Thomas and first-year Chris
DeBrase. After another Norwich goal
cut Bates’ lead to 4-2, Thomas scored
his fourth goal of the game with 4:08
remaining in the second period to pro¬
vide the Bobcats with another threegoal edge.
The Cadets again cut Bates’ lead to
just two and Bates entered the third pe¬
riod up 5-3. With 5:26 left in the third
period and Norwich threatening on
a power play, Thomas scored a shorthanded goal to crush Norwich’s hopes
of a comeback. Ohlheiser added anoth¬
er shorthanded goal three minutes later
to give Bates a four-goal cushion. Bates
won the game 7-3.
Thomas and Ohlheiser combined
for all seven goals and 11 points in total.
First-year goalie Matt Mosca recorded
36 saves in net to earn the win for Bates.
The following day, Saturday, Feb.
12th, Bates again took on Norwich.
See HOCKEY, PAGE 11
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Men’s track and field team ranked No. 9 in the
nation for Division III schools
NORA HANAGAN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

TOM DEEGAN
In his last regular season game as
a Bobcat, Deegan scored a gamehigh and career-best 18 points in
Bates’ 66-62 loss to Tufts. Deegan
went seven-for-eight from the field
while also recording two steals,
two assists and a block.

After a few phenomenal perfor¬
mances this weekend at BU’s Valentine
Invitational, the men’s track and field
team now ranks No. 9 in the nation for
Division III teams.
Their high ranking can be attrib¬
uted to three more NCAA provisional
qualifying performances this weekend
to go along with the previous successes
of senior Ethan Waldman in the shot,
senior captain Chris Murtagh in the
weight, and the distance medley relay
team of seftior captain Ryan Quinn,
sophomores Nick Barron and James
LePage and first-year Tully Hannan.
One stand-out performance from
the Valentine Invitational at BU on Sat¬
urday, Feb. 12th, came from Barron in
the mile who ran a 4:13.38 — the second
fastest time among Division III run¬
ners and 1.42 seconds faster than the
national' provisional qualifying standard
of 4:14.80. Then, in the 5,000m, Bates
posted two more qualifying times, both
from first-years. Noah Graboys was
first to finish for Bates with his time of
14:38.95, putting him at 15th out of 65
competitors and first among Division
III runners. Hannan wasn’t far behind
in 21st with his time of 14:48.33. The
provisional standard for the 5,000m is
set at 14:49.40.
Also at BU, Murtagh improved his
provisional mark to 61-03.00, a quar¬

ter of an inch better than his previous
mark. As of last week, Murtagh ranks
fifth among Division III athletes in the
weight. Murtagh also placed 16th in the
shot put with his throw of 13.7 meters.
Senior captain Ryan Quinn and
first-year Ben Levy both ran for the
Bobcats in the 400m. Quinn ran a time
of 50.01 seconds to qualify for the East
Coast Athletic Conference (ECAC)
Championships, placing 50th out of
155 runners. Levy ran a college person¬
al record of 50.40 seconds to qualify
him for the New England Division III
Championships next weekend. Fellow
first-year Jarret McKallagat was next
with a time of 52.28. Quinn and Levy
combined with McKallagat and sopho¬
more James LePage to run an impres¬
sive time of 3:21.87.
In the 800m, LePage led the way
for Bates placing 78th out of 177 run¬
ners with his time of 1:57.78. Close be¬
hind but in a different heat, junior Peter
Corcoran ran a 1:57.93 for 81st. Next
were senior Kevin McDonald with a
time of 2:00.70 and first-year Michael
Martin with a time of 2:01.97.
In the 200m, sophomore Tim
Woods placed 89th out of 165 with his
time of 23.38 seconds. Junior Mike Ji¬
ang was next at 124th with his time of
23.81.
Also competing was sophomore
Eric Kimball who came in 50th out of
77 runners in the 1,000m with a time
of 2:35.22. Senior captain Tom Espon-

nette also did well in the mile ana placed
82nd out of 197 runners with his time
of 4:22.14. Junior Sean Colligan came
in 57th out of 61 competitors in the 5k
with his time of 15:45.14. Sophomore
David Pless competed in both the shot
and the weight, placing an impressive
ninth out of 28 competitors. His throw
of 16.48 meters was the second best
out of Division III throwers, placing
only behind fellow-teammate Murtagh.
Bates also competed in Tufts Invi¬
tational on Saturday. Highlights from
the meet include four first place finish¬
es. Sophomore Tony Haeuser came first
in. the 60m hurdles with his time of 8.69
seconds. Fellow sophomore Ken Whit¬
ney finished first in the 5k with a time
of 15:48.20. First-years Festus Yangani
and Patrick Jeffries both won their
events. Yangani ran a 2:07.87 in the
800m while Jeffries ran a 1:28.94 in the
600m. Also performing well were firstyear Tyler Grees, who came in second
in the high jump with 5-11.25 and se¬
nior Elliott Foster, who placed third in
the weight throw with his ECAC quali¬
fying and personal record of 52-00.50.
« Next weekend the Bobcats look to
make their mark at the New England
Division III Indoor Championships at
Springfield, Feb. 18th-19th.
Editor’s Note: Nora Hanagan is a mem¬
ber of the Bates track and field team.

